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First Whistle  
 

After the overwhelming response of the first issue, here we are with the second issue of Goalden Times. 

As per the feedback received, we have made a few changes. Most importantly, we have moved to a new 

home at www.goaldentimes.org. The readers may now discuss with the respective authors of individual 

articles directly in the site. 

Onto the football pitch - Spain, Italy, Germany and Netherlands have confirmed their places in Euro 

2012. England managed a narrow win over Wales and now just needs a draw against Montenegro to 

forget the ghost of 2008. 

Football fans in India and Bangladesh experienced Messi Mania with the Argentina national team 

playing against Venezuela in Kolkata and Nigeria in Dhaka. These two Fifa friendlies also marked the 

ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŜǎǎƛΩǎ ǎǘƛƴǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƭōƛŎŜƭŜǎǘŜǎΦ 

The domestic leagues in Europe have started in a predictable fashion. Spain saw the start getting 

ŘŜƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ ǳƴƛƻn strike over the issue of unpaid wages. Italy also had a similar picture with 

{ŜǊƛŜ ! ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƭŀǘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΩǎ ǎǘǊƛƪŜΦ !ƭōŜƛǘ ŘŜƭŀȅŜŘΣ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ 

started with a number of goals and promises to be super exciting. We have discussed them in detail in 

this issue.  Bundesliga will be keenly contested with 3 teams at the top after 3 match days. 

In England, although this is very early but pundits are predicting that the Premier League title race will 

be a battle between the two Manchester clubs. After being outwitted by Manchester United, Arsenal 

signed four new players on the transfer deadline day. With Cesc Fàbregas and Samir Nasri gone, this is 

going to be a tough season for them. 

Last but not the least, the UEFA Champions LeaguŜ Ƙŀǎ ƧǳǎǘƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ΨƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 

ŘŜŀǘƘΩ ǿƛǘƘ C/ .ŀȅŜǊƴ aǸƴŎƘŜƴΣ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƛǘȅΣ bŀǇƻƭƛ ŀƴŘ ±ƛƭƭŀǊǊŜŀƭ ŀƭƭ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǳǇ !Φ  

Football is going to get more intense. So will our effort to bring in Goalden Times for you. 

Follow football, follow us! 

  

http://www.goaldentimes.org/
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Gabriel  Batistuta ɀ Fiorentina Icon, 

Calcio Legend 

 

As a first venture into the world of football writing, I have decided to start with a subject and, more 

specifically, a player who inspired my love of Italian football. Gabriel Batistuta, one of the great forwards 

of his or any other generation. His legendary status in Florence is well known but equally, his is a 

reputation that has rightly spread much further than Tuscany. 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ .ŀǘƛƎƻƭΩǎ ŀrrival in Italy upon signing for Fiorentina. What 

better time to highlight a career and a legacy that can genuinely be described as phenomenal?  

It has often been said that no player is bigger than their team. While this remains true, rarely has a 

player come to symbolise their club in the same way that Batistuta defined Fiorentina during nine 

seasons from 1991 to 2000. As much as his performances, it was the quality of the man that inspired 

devotion and respect from the fans on the Curva Fiesole. When Fiorentina were relegated in 1993, 
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Batistuta remained loyal to the club who had brought him to Italy despite being the subject of interest 

ŦǊƻƳ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀΦ .ŀǘƛƎƻƭΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƳƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

Fiorentina swiftly returned to the top division. This was to become the period when Batistuta confirmed 

himself as one of the all-time Serie A greats.  

Any striker is judged on one criterion ς Ƙƛǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ .ŀǘƛǎǘǳǘŀΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ 

scrutiny and, indeed, exceeds what most other mortals could only dream of. He is among the Top Ten All 

Time leading goalscorers in Serie A history with a record of 184 goals in 318 matches. This equals a goal 

approximately every 1.7 matches ς a wonderful achievement and only really bettered by the legendary 

Gunnar Nordahl of AC Milan & Roma, who scored a goal approximately every 1.3 games ς an almost 

ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ .ŀǘƛǎǘǳǘŀΩǎ ƎƻŀƭǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 

for the majority of his career he was not playing for one of the very top teams in the league. Fiorentina 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлΩǎ ōǳǘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

third in the 1998-99 season.  

That season is one that highlighted how dependant la Viola were on Batistuta. Fiorentina made a 

wonderful start to the campaign and maintained this momentum up until a pivotal clash with their 

closest challengers AC Milan in game week 20. The game was evenly poised until Batigol pulled up with 

a serious hamstring injury ς he was substituted and the game finished scoreless. The damage to 

CƛƻǊŜƴǘƛƴŀΩǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǿŀǎ ƛǊǊŜǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΤ .ŀǘƛǎǘǳǘŀ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜǎ 

of a Fiorentina title for the first time since 1969 were dashed by the inability of the team to win without 

him. A source of profound regret to Fiorentina fans the world over. Batistuta still managed to finish the 

season with 26 league goals ς ŀ ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƛǎΣ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎΣ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  

Of course, it is not only with Fiorentina that Batistuta made his mark. After long years of service to la 

Viola with only a Coppa Italia and Super Coppa to show for it, Batistuta moved to Roma in 2000 in an 

effort to win that elusive Scudetto under Fabio Capello. It was to be a great move for both parties ς in 

his debut season Batistuta scored 20 goals as Roma won their first title since 1983 and Batigol won his 

ŦƛǊǎǘ {ŎǳŘŜǘǘƻΦ /ƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜΚ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ΨbƻΩΦ .ŀǘƛǎǘǳǘŀ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ wƻƳŀ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ς 

Capello recognised this and was duly rewarded. Given a solid backing cast, Batistuta had the talent to 

carry a team to glory. Roma could give him this which, unfortunately, Fiorentina, at the time, could not. I 

cannot speak for all Viola fans on this but the only way I could have been happier for Batigol was if he 

had won the title in the purple shirt. There could be no resentment towards the man who had given so 

much to the Gigliati. These feelings were encapsulated by his first goal for Roma against Fiorentina ς 

while it was painful to watch, one could only admire the fearsome power, perfect technique and 

sublime instincts displayed. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yptEUrgqYN0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yptEUrgqYN0
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On the international stage too, Batigol distinguished himself. His record of 56 goals in 78 games for 

Argentina makes him their all-time leading goalscorer. He also became the first player to score hat-tricks 

at two different World Cups (against Greece in 1994 and Jamaica in 1998). His goals for Argentina 

highlighted what a fine finisher and even free kick taker he was. While BatiǎǘǳǘŀΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ 

Argentina to Copa America victory in 1991 and 1993, success on the biggest stage of the World Cup 

eluded him and La Selección. Nevertheless, Batigol was admired by football fans the world over. He was 

perhaps once again unlucky that, as with Fiorentina, he was playing with a team that all too often 

flattered to deceive.  

The Familiar Celebration ƻŦ .ŀǘƛƎƻƭΦ IŜ ΨƎǳƴƴŜŘΩ Řƻǿƴ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ±ƛƻƭŀΣ !ƭōƛŎŜƭŜǎǘŜ ϧ DƛŀƭƭƻǊƻǎǎƛ 

LŦ ƻƴŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ .ŀǘƛǎǘǳǘŀΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƳŀƧƻǊ titles won it could be argued that he under-

achieved ς 1 Serie A title, 2 Copa Italias, 2 Copa Americas. Little enough compared with a Zlatan 

Ibrahimovic and yet which of these players will be remembered longest? I can mention Fiorentina to 

even those who ƘŀǾŜ ǊŀǊŜƭȅΣ ƛŦ ŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǎŀȅΣ ά.ŀǘƛǎǘǳǘŀέΦ 

They will remember his goals against Manchester United, Barcelona and Arsenal in the Champions 

League. They will know of his near limitless virtuosity ς goals scored with right foot, left foot, and 

header; Bullet-like free kicks from 5 yards or from 35 yards; a presence on the field that is possessed by 

very few players from any era of the game; a player who could play for so many years and be universally 

respected by all football fans regardless of what team they follow. These are all the things that define 

Batistuta for so many. 

For Fiorentina fans like me, however, it is his time in Florence that we remember best. The goals, the 

years of loyal service he gave us and the mutual respect between him and the fans made him a legend 

even while he still played for the club. How many other players have a life-size bronze statue of 

themselves commissioned by the fans to celebrate beside after scoring a goal? 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acit_WDHjko
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acit_WDHjko
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acit_WDHjko
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acit_WDHjko
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acit_WDHjko
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acit_WDHjko
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acit_WDHjko
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acit_WDHjko
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tJQmVsSscE&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PL3723F11CFF04F557
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tJQmVsSscE&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PL3723F11CFF04F557
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tJQmVsSscE&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PL3723F11CFF04F557
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ci0HCpJWpKk&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mf-od48IfkI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yptEUrgqYN0&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yptEUrgqYN0&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yptEUrgqYN0&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yptEUrgqYN0&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E__khjGg8QY&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PLDBFC046508546D33
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E__khjGg8QY&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PLDBFC046508546D33
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E__khjGg8QY&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PLDBFC046508546D33
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8STIidcQZZY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZxwEkZvAwQ&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZxwEkZvAwQ&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUn1OHZPYDo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUn1OHZPYDo
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Despite his high profile, he has always remained 

a private, family man - he has always carried 

himself with dignity and class on and off the 

ŦƛŜƭŘΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘƻǇ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭŜǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

learn much from his example. He could also 

teach them something about staying true to a 

club. One of my favourite quotes from the great 

man is when he was profiled for a programme 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άCƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩǎ DǊŜŀǘŜǎǘέΦ 

He was asked by the reporter about why he had never signed for Manchester United at the height of his 

career despite repeated interest from Alex Ferguson. Did he regret this decision now? Batistuta paused 

ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ have won one title with a team like Fiorentina than 

ǘŜƴ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ƭƛƪŜ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘέΦ 9ƴƻǳƎƘ ǎŀƛŘΦ DǊŀȊƛŜ .ŀǘƛƎƻƭ ς hero, legend, genius.  

< Eoghan McMonagle has been a Fiorentina and Serie A fan through the good times and the bad. He can 

be reached at eoghan.mcmonagle@gmail.com > 
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A New Beginning ɀ The Serie A Preview 

  

The new calcio season is upon us and if last 

season was termed as Season Zero (especially 

by Milan fans given the club broke through the 

stranglehold of city rivals Inter to capture Lo 

Scudetto after 7 seasons), when none of the 20 

managers who started the season had won a 

Scudetto, then this season should aptly be 

called Season One. In more ways than one, this 

is a season of fresh beginnings, of first steps to 

redemption for the clubs and the league as a 

whole in the European prestige stakes. 

The European Coefficient  

¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ {ŜǊƛŜ ! Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀ ŘŜōŀǘŜ Ƙƻǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ōȅ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 

how the Milan clubs have maintained a steady stream of wins over the last few years. However after 

Bundesliga overtook Serie A in the European coefficients, the real blows have come. This will be the first 

season where, since the coefficients were introduced, Serie A will not send four, but three 

representatives to the Champions League. To the league, which boasts the maximum number of 

Champions League finalists - won it 12 times (only one less than La Liga), has the only city to provide 2 

champions league winning clubs, this is a serious downgrade. Many theories have been put forward on 

how the league can regain its once lofty position. The simplest of it is to start performing as a group in 

both the European competitions and not just the Champions League. Historically, due to the 

unpredictability of the league, lots of teams overachieve to secure European slots in a league campaign 

but then lack the long term planning to build on that success the next season, especially in Europe. And 

this season was marked by Palermo and Roma crashing out of Europe even before the group stage draw. 

Napoli, back in Champions League for the first time in this millennium, were handed the proverbial 

group of death in Champions league with Bayern Munich, Villareal and Manchester City. Udinese, 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊŀŎƘƛŜǾŜǊ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊ !ǊǎŜƴŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜǊǎ 

despite dominating for large tracts and would be playing in Europa League. One can hope for good 

things from the 2 Milan sides in Champions League and a resurgent Lazio in Europa League.  Both 

Palermo and Udinese were guilty of selling their main stars in their campaign in the summer and Roma 

ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŦƭǳȄΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻǎǘΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜΣ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ 

that the more ambitious teams qualify for Europe next season.  
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The Player Strike  

If the exits from Europe were humiliating, then it became messier with an ongoing dispute between the 

players association and the clubs forcing a player strike. The issue in the middle was collective 

ōŀǊƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ό!L/ύ ǿƛǘƘ му ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нл {ŜǊƛŜ ! Ŏƭǳōǎ Ǿƻǘing 

against. The heart of this dispute was Article 7, which forces clubs to allow all their players to train 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎΦ /ƭǳōǎ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƻ 

train alone or forcibly agree to a transfer to another club in the last year of their contract. Recent 

examples abound in Serie A where even top players have fallen foul of club authorities ς Antonio 

Cassano at Sampdoria, Federico Marchetti at Cagliari and a whole host of players at Lazio. Article 4 also 

became contentious. The clubs insisted that the solidarity tax paid to players who are getting out of 

contract must come only from other team members with no input from the clubs at all. The players for 

once have stuck to a genuine cause and the first weekend of Serie A was thus cancelled. Recent reports 

emanating out of meetings between Damiano Tommasi, President of AIC, and Maurizio Beretta, of the 

Football League, have reached an agreement and the league would start from its second week. 

 

Calciopoli  and Calcioscomesse 

The strikes though were lesser sore points than two scandals ς one old and one fresh which undermined 

Serie A further. Calciopoli (the 2006 findings which had found a host of clubs guilty of conversations with 

the referee coordinators and referees to influence matches) had changed the Serie A universe 

permanently by relegating Juventus and scrapping their scudetto wins of 2005 and 2006 and handing 

ǇŜƴŀƭǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƭǳōǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ŏƭǳō ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨŎƭŜŀƴΩ ǿŀǎ LƴǘŜǊ Milan and they 

were awarded the 2006 scudetto post facto. A five year old courtroom battle by the then Juventus 

Director of Sport, Lucioano Moggi, forced investigators to check certain tapes which were not 

considered in the original trial. Subsequent to this, it was found that Inter were equally guilty, if not 

more, of violating the norms in their conversations with the referee coordinators. Judge Stefano 

Palazzi's 72-page report on Calciopoli II convicted Inter of sporting fraud. However with the limitations 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ р ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ LƴǘŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ LƴǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŜŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ 

to relinquish the 2006 scudetto and the bad blood spread with the juventini calling on the moral values 

of the late Giacinto Facchetti, who was the tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǇŀǊŜ 

presidents like Diego Della Valle of Fiorentina and Inter President, Massimo Morratti entangling in a 

public war of words. 

The Calcioscomesse was an equally demoralizing scandal where at the beginning of June, 16 people 

including former Lazio and Italy striker, Giuseppe Signori were arrested and charged with being 

members of a gang that systematically fixed Italian football matches. Some of those arrested, including 

former Bari captain Antonio Bellavista, went straight to prison, while others such as Signori were put 
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under house arrest. The investigations concluded with Atalanta, newly promoted to Serie A, being hit by 

a 6 point penalty and their influential captain, Cristiano Doni getting banned for three-and-a-half years. 

Signori himself was served with a five year ban from calcio. The ban marked the end of playing career of 

the 38 year old Doni and plunged his club Atalanta into a crisis. 

 

The Mercato  

There is a different flavour to the summer mercato (literally - the market) in Italy this season. Champions 

Milan did their shopping early and for free and then ran a whodunit starring Mr X. All top European 

midfielders were auditioned as Mr. X but finally Alberto Aquilani was found as the midfield replacement 

to the metronome Andrea Pirlo, who had chosen to transfer allegiance to Juventus for free after more 

than a decade in Rossoneri colours. But Pirlo was only one cog for The Old Lady who did a complete 

makeover with at least 20 new players brought in and departures for many of the regulars like Felipe 

Melo. Roma underwent their own revolution with the director of sport Walter Sabatini bringing a 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ άǳƴǘŀƛƴǘŜŘέ ōȅ {ŜǊƛŜ ! ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ [ǳƛǎ 9ƴǊƛǉǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊŎŜƭƻƴŀ . ǎƛŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊǎ ƻŦ 

Roma tryiƴƎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀǊŎŜƭƻƴŀ ǿŀȅέ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŀƴ ƻŦ .ƻƧŀƴ ǘƻ wƻƳŀΦ [ŀȊƛƻ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ 

impressive mercato signing Miroslav Klose for free and a host of above average signings like Lorik Cana 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎŀƳōƭŜ ƛƴ 5ƧƛōǊƛƭ /ƛǎǎŜΦ bŀǇƻƭƛ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ŦƛƭƳȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ōȅ ǳƴǾŜƛƭƛƴƎ ϵмсƳ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ 

Gökhan Inler in a lion mask on a yacht. Inter had a largely stagnant mercato and then suddenly Samuel 

9ǘƻΩƻ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƻ !ƴȊƘƛ aŀƪƘŀŎƘƪŀƭŀ ŦƻǊ ϵолƳ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ 9ǘƻΩƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇŀƛŘ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

world ($32m before tax per year) and this move triggered a series of moves that brought Diego Forlan, 

Andrea Poli, Mauro Zarate and a host of others to the club. Genoa did their usual revamping of entire 

squad at every transfer season by buying a whole host of players including giant defender Andreas 

Granqvist, goalkeeper Sebastian Frey and equally selling another bunch including last season buys -

Eduardo, Rafinha and Azzurri defender Domenico Criscito.  Among the rest of the clubs, Cesena 

provided one last chance for Adrian Mutu to show his worth, while Catania brought in David Suazo.  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ 9ǘƻΩƻΣ WŀǾƛŜǊ tŀǎǘƻǊŜ όǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 

money of PSG) and Alexis Sanchez to Barcelona being the top three. But there was influx of exciting 

talent in the form of Ricky Alvarez of Inter from Velez Sarsfield, Erik Lamela & Jose Angel to Roma from 

River Plate & Sporting Gijon respectively; Fiorentina brought promising Brazilian full back Romulo, 

Juventus bought Arturo Vidal, Copa America sensation Marcelo Estigarribia and dutch winger Elijero Elia. 

There were returns of many prodigal sons to Serie A, with Aquilani, the chief among them but also 

joined by Fabio Borini to Roma via Parma from Chelsea, Simon Kjaer & Pablo Osvaldo to Roma from 

²ƻƭŦǎōǳǊƎ ϧ 9ǎǇŀƴȅƻƭ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ {ƻ ŦŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ {ŜǊƛŜ ! Ŏƭǳōǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ϵптнΣоомΣллл 

ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ƻŦ ϵпммΣтфлΣллл ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǘ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ ϵслΣрпмΣлллΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉǳǘǎ {ŜǊƛŜ ! ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 

overall among the European leagues in terms of expenditure and top in terms of revenue earned.  
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League Transfer Expenditure Transfer Revenue Net gain/loss 

English Premier League ϵ рртΣрнлΣллл ϵ опмΣмолΣллл - ϵ нмсΣофлΣллл 

Serie A ϵ птнΣоомΣллл ϵ пммΣтфлΣллл - ϵ слΣрпмΣллл 

La Liga ϵ оппΣнмрΣллл ϵ 290,225,000 - ϵ роΣффлΣллл 

Ligue 1 ϵ мфрΣлрлΣллл ϵ мррΣмслΣллл -ϵ офΣуфлΣллл 

Bundesliga ϵ мрнΣспрΣллл ϵ мооΣмолΣллл -ϵ мфΣрмрΣллл 

All figures courtesy www.transfermarkt.co.uk 

These figures show clearly that the Serie A clubs sold very high and bought relatively high. Compared to 

other leagues, and with an impending European Fair Play policy, the Serie A clubs did not splurge 

mindlessly but have spread their buys with cheaper alternatives to balance out.  

Can He Keep Winning Leagues? 

Atalanta  

Atalanta got promoted as winners of Serie B but the Calcioscomesse has already dented their chances of 

survival. Without their influential captain Christiano Doni, who in over a decade of services to Atalanta 

has scored more than 100 goals, it will be tough for manager Pierpaolo Marino to inspire the team to 
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overcome their six-point penalty. A flurry of deadline deals which brought in important midfielders Luca 

Cigarini, Matteo Brighi and strikers Maxi Moralez and German Denis have given some hope of survival. 

Target: Fight bravely against relegation 

Prediction: Dangerously flirt with relegation; Might just survive. 

Bologna 

Bologna stayed up on a stellar one man show by Captain Marco di Vaio who scored 19 of Bologna 35 

league goals. Repeating the same for the 35 year old forward would be asking too much but 

reinforcements include Robert Acquafresca and Alessandro Diamanti. After comically losing Azzurri 

keeper Emiliano Vivano to an administrative error, despite bidding higher in a blind auction with Inter, 

Bologna have done well to recruit Belgian Jean-Francois Gillet as the shot stopper.  

Target: Upper mid table finish 

Prediction: Should finish mid table 

Cagliari  

Cagliari has been severely depleted in the transfer season. Key personnel including Federico Marchetti, 

Andrea Lazzari, Robert Acquafresca has left with no significant reinforcements. The manager Roberto 

Donadoni was sacked before the season even started, by owner Massimo Cellino over the non-transfer 

of David Suazo. New man Massimo Ficcadenti took Cesena to safety last season but this may be one 

challenge he ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǇŀǎǎΦ 

Target: Mid table finish 

Prediction: Relegation 

Catania 

Catania are the Argentine B team of Serie A as they can parade a first XI of Argentinians. Vincenzo 

Montella, who might have considered his sacking at Roma harsh, is at charge and has an interesting 

team. A strike force of Maxi Lopez and David Suazo might be potent. There are promising signings in 

Davide Lanzafame and Pablo Barrientos. If Montella is allowed to run his ideas freely, this team can 

surprise a few. 

Target: Mid table 

Prediction: Upper mid table finish. 

Cesena 

Cesena returned to Serie A after 19 years last season and surprised many when after 2 victories in the 

opening 2 rounds (including at home over eventual champions Milan) had propelled them to top of Serie 
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A. Eventually they managed to survive and have added some experienced hands this year. But the pick 

of the transfers have been Adrian Mutu on a free transfer and he might lead Cesena to safety once 

again. 

Target: Avoid relegation easily. 

Prediction: Will fight bravely against relegation and avoid it. 

Chievo 

The miracle of the flying donkeys continues and has made interesting acquisitions like Michael Bradley, 

Alberto Paloschi (on loan) and the 18 year old Francesco Grandolfo who scored a hat-trick on his Serie A 

debut for Bari which should see them through safety for another season. 

Target: Mid table security 

Prediction: Would avoid relegation 

Fiorentina  

The Viola were disappointing last season but welcome back Steven Jovetic from a season long injury. 

Leading men Alberto Gilardino and Juan Manuel Vargas are joined by Mattia Cassani from Palermo. But 

ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ wƛŎŎŀǊŘƻ aƻƴǘƻƭƛǾƻ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŜȄǇƛǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлмн ŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ 

Dalla Valle brothers are more intent on picking fights. 

Target: European spot 

Prediction: Mid-table 

Genoa 

Owner Enrico Preziosi runs the proverbial supermarket and every transfer campaign completely changes 

the look of the team. They buy many and they sell many. Manager Alberto Malesani has a Coppa Italia, 

a UEFA Cup, an Italian Super Cup and two fourth placed finishes a decade ago with Parma.  

Target: Finish in European positions 

Prediction: Genoa will surprise a few teams and grab a top 7 finish. 

Inter Milan  

Inter were rudely jolted when in the middle of June, Leonardo, who had only arrived after severing a 13 

year old relation with cross town rivals Milan, in December 2010, suddenly left to be a director at PSG. 

Despite searching far and wide, Moratti could not get any of his preferred managers (Andre Vilas-Boas, 

Marcelo Bielsa, Carlo Ancelotti et al) and settled for Gian Piero Gasperini who played entertaining calcio 

at Genoa but is marked for his penchant for the 3-4-3 formation. Inter have focused on buying young 

and they have a promising squad but this is not the squad that won the treble 1 year back. Question 
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marks remain on the utilization of Sneijder in a 3-4-о ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 9ǘƻΩƻ ǎƛȊŜŘ ƘƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

attack and there are usual doubts about how a 3 man backline will fare against top class opposition. Joel 

Chukwuma Obi, Ricky Alvarez, Luc Castaignos are some exciting talents but whether they will miss that 

cutting edge in the final third will determine how their season progress.  

Target: Scudetto; Progress far into the Champions League 

Prediction: A finish outside top 3 (champions league spots) in Serie A; A 1st knockout round exit at best 

in Champions league; Gasperini to not last the season. 

Juventus 

The new makeover at Juventus have brought in a lot of quality players, however, Antonio Conte is 

untested in Serie A. His pedigree in coaching consists of leading 2 clubs to promotion from Serie B. His 

penchant for playing a 4-2-4 might leave the club weak in the middle especially as Andrea Pirlo is one of 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜǊǎΦ ±ƛŘŀƭΩǎ ǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎide backs, a weakness in recent times 

would be assets. However with virtually a new team and a new manager, coordination may be difficult. 

But if Conte can imbibe his team with the famous grinta of his playing days, Juventus can win their first 

Scudetto in almost a decade. Absence of continental play and a balanced start of games will only help in 

mounting the Scudetto challenge. 

Target: {ŎǳŘŜǘǘƻΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘ ǘŜŀƳ όϵ усƳύ 

Prediction: Fancy their chances of a Scudetto given the quality of reinforcements and no burden of 

European games; will be in top two. 

Lazio 

Lazio made a spirited run last season, and only hiccup in May forced them out of the Champions League 

spots. Edy Reja is an astute manager and would like to build on the progress the team made last year, 

driven as it was by a great debut season from Brazilian Hernanes. Club owner Claudio Lotito has added 

some interesting attacking firepower in Miroslav Klose and Djibril Cisse. This team remains underrated 

despite their 5th position of last year and this year might improve on their showing of last year. 

Target: Match the result of last year and try to better it. 

Prediction: Would do well to improve their last league position but should finish nearby. May have an 

extended run in Europa League 

Lecce 

Much like another small club, Chievo, Lecce too will have to scrap hard to avoid the drop and deadline 

day arrivals of Massimo Oddo of Milan and highly rated youngsters Manuel Giandonato and Cristian 

Pasquato of Juventus are welcome additions. 
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Target: Fight bravely against relegation 

Prediction: Dangerously flirt with relegation; Might just survive. 

Milan  

Zlatan Ibrahimovic has not lost a league title since he won his first with Ajax in 2004. His run of 7 

consecutive league titles span 4 clubs in 3 leagues. Milan based its 18th Scudetto on an imperious 

defensive display and further strengthened it with acquisitions of Taye Taiwo and Philippe Mexes. The 

midfield though is aging, injury prone and has a Pirlo shaped hole. The attacking line is creative and 

incisive but there will be various absences in the midfield (Mathieu Flamini is out injured till 2012 

February and Kevin Boateng and Taiwo will leave on African Nations Cup next year). Coupled with that 

they have got potentially the hardest draw where in the first 9 rounds, will have to cope with Lazio, 

Napoli (away), Udinese, Juventus (away), Palermo, Roma (away). Add the Champions League ties 

including an away tie to Nou Camp, and unless the holders start all guns blazing, they might be off the 

title race very soon. 

Target: Retain Scudetto, Go far in the Champions League 

Prediction: Favorites for Scudetto, will be in top two in Serie A; Reach at least quarter finals of 

Champions League 

Napoli  

Napoli had an almost fairytale season and came within 1 win away from going top of the league but 

were beaten by a resurgent Milan and later overtaken by Inter. Commendably Napoli have shown 

foresight and ambition in their transfer market and bolstered their team instead of selling their assets. 

Edinson Cavani returns from his annus mirabilis and would have Goran Pandev in addition to Ezequiel 

Lavezzi in the forward line. Manager Walter Mazzarri has been at Napoli since 2009 and with important 

additions like Inler, can match their 3rd position of last year. 

Target: 5ǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ {ŎǳŘŜǘǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘǎ ōǳǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀ ǘƻǇ о ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

Prediction: Should be able to match their position of 3rd and may improve if they get ousted from 

Champions League early and concentrate on Serie A. Would be an upset if they qualify from the 

Champions League group of death. 

Novara 

Novara gained promotion after a 2-legged playoff against Padova and has managed to have a stint in 

Serie A in their centenary year of creation. Their 55 year absence from Serie A also included a stay out of 

Serie B even for 33 years and only managed to break into Serie B in 2009. Considering this, their rise is 

remarkable and they have made some wise signings which might help them to continue their Serie A 

adventure. 



Goalden Times 
 

September 2011 Page 17 
 

Target: Fight bravely against relegation 

Prediction: ΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƎƘǘ ōǊŀǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǊŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ 

Palermo  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŀŘƴŜǎǎΩ ƻŦ aŀǳǊƛȊƛƻ ½ŀƳǇŀǊƛƴƛ ŀǎ about a deflating transfer season, or 

maybe both are related. Palermo have sold off virtually the entire backbone of their team that reached 

the Coppa Italia finals and thus qualified for Europe, not retained their manager and sacked his 

replacement before the season kicked off. Without Pastore, Azzurri keeper Salvatore Sirigu, and Azzurri 

defender Mattia Cassani, Palermo would depend entirely on the magic of Slovenian playmaker Josip 

Ilicic and forward Abel Hernandez. 

Target: Top half finish. 

Prediction: Flirt with relegation; At least 3 manager sackings. 

Parma 

Gone are the days when Parma was one of the leading lights of Serie A. Now the Ducali are happy to 

avoid relegation. Major transfer story was buying out Sebastian Giovinco from Juventus. He has been 

joined by Fabiano Santacroce and Blerim Dzemaili as reliable recruits.   

Target: Mid table safety 

Prediction: Achieve their target after a few hiccups. 

Roma 

Roma have undergone the most change including a new owner in American entrepreneur, Thomas di 

Benedetto. The first thing that di Benedetto did was recruit Walter Sabatini as the director of Sports. 

Noted for his keen eye for talent, Sabatini has put together a bright young squad with talents from all 

over the globe. Deadline day recruitments of Fernando Gago, Simon Kjaer and Miralem Pjanic were 

especially commendable. The doubts though linger if the Romanisti will have faith in a manager whose 

only managerial experience was at La Masia and with Barcelona B. Il Capitano Francesco Totti still calls 

the shots and Luis Enrique will have to manage the egos carefully. Captain in waiting, Daniele de Rossi 

has yet to sign a contract extension and if not rectified would be available for free in January. 

Target: Return to Champions league places 

Prediction: Totti to have a major fall out with Enrique. Roma will finish outside top 3. 

Siena 

{ƛŜƴŀ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ǳǇ ƛƴ {ŜǊƛŜ . ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ DŀŜǘŀƴƻ 5Ω!Ǝƻǎǘƛƴƻ ŀǎ ŀ 

marquee signing. But they lack the firepower upfront and unless Emanuele Calaiò matches his Serie B 

performance (18 goals in 39 Serie B matches), Siena could go straight down. 
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Target: Bravely fight against relegation 

Prediction: Relegation. 

Udinese 

Udinese were the special team and was often referred to as the Barcelona of Italy due to their dynamic 

pacy play. They have however sold off 3 of their biggest assets ς Sanchez, Christian Zapata and Gokhan 

Inler (to direct rivals Napoli). Like always they have recruited a lot of youngsters who might prove to be 

a bargain buy. Pablo Armero of Colombia already looks like he could have a breakthrough season. 

Udinese dominated both legs against Arsenal only to pay the price for not converting chances. The team 

remains vibrant and Captain Antonio di Natale has scored nearly 60 Serie A goals in last 2 seasons. 

Target: CƛƴƛǎƘ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ 

Prediction: Udinese would entertain in plenty but would finish outside the European slots; will progress 

beyond group stages in Europa League. 

The Serie A season is coming 2 weeks into September and for the fans of the league, it cannot come 

soon enough. May the best team win and may there be no further boycotts in the season. 

< Debopam Roy follows football in Italy and South America. You can reach him on twitter @rossoneri > 
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The Theatrical Genius  
нр 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмлΣ bƻƭŀ όbŀǇƭŜǎύΥ ! ŘŀǊƪŜƴŜŘ ŎƛƴŜƳŀ ǊƻƻƳ ŜǊǳǇǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘΣ άtǳƻǊǘΩ 

ŀŎƛǳ ƻΩǎŎǳǊŜǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜΗέ ό.ǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ aǊΦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΗύ 

Aurelio De Laurentiis is the name on the screen. In Naples, no one else could possibly receive this sort of 

a reaction, not even San Gennaro1 himself.    

Aurelio de Laurentiis 

It is the enigma that is de Laurentiis that has had everyone in Naples dreaming. Direct, vocal, 

nonchalant, ambitious and astute, he is as my Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƘƛƳ άǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƳŀƪŜǊέΦ ! ǘƛǘƭŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ 

some would be a burden, but to this man it is just another stage for his natural theatrics to shine. If 

Maradona needed a stage, and the San Paolo was such, then de Laurentiis has become the most 

recognƛǎŀōƭŜ ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ 9ƭ tƛōŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ флΩǎΦ  

.ƻǊƴ ƛƴ мфпф ǘƻ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ŦƛƭƳ ƳƻƎǳƭǎΣ ŘŜ [ŀǳǊŜƴǘƛƛǎΩ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

entertainment industry. His most recent film guises have been chart successes across theatres around 

Italy, even if the quality is comparable to the Carry On ŦƛƭƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ Iƛǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ 

home team, Napoli however never dwindled.  

In 2004, when Napoli were relegated to Serie C1, he entered the frame as a self-proclaimed saviour of 

the club and began by transforming the future of the Partenopei.  

                                                           
1San Gennaro is the patron saint of Naples. He is idolised by all Neapolitans, and every September 19th 

Neapolitans gather to see if a vial of his blood will liquify.  




















































































































