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First Whistle
If the first edition was ‘apprehension’ and the second, ‘excitement’, the third has turned out to be
like a ‘plug and play’. We are excited about receiving excellent content from more and more authors
worldwide; our team is growing from strength to strength, we have incorporated more user-friendly
features on our website and bid good riddance to hiccups (spam bots) too. What makes all this
possible is your love for the game.
At the outset, we would also like to thank top20footballblogs for recognizing us. We shall strive to
remain honest and insightful in an effort to stay true to the words that describe Goalden Times as "a
rising star" in the field of online football blogs. We thank our team of authors, reviewers and editors,
and most importantly our readers and followers for helping us reach here. Our move to the new
address has been welcomed by our readers. Keep your suggestions flowing for us to get better.
Onto the football pitch - Germany did a perfect 10-10 wins from 10 matches in Euro 2012 qualifiers;
Spain though remains the team to beat as they too won all of their matches; Italy put on a quiet
impressive show of qualifying unbeaten and only conceding twice in the campaign; England
confirmed their qualification, albeit not too ceremoniously. Among other notable results in Europe,
Sweden defeated Netherlands 3-2 to secure them a place in the finals. Denmark, France, Greece and
Russia joined them to take the last five automatic places. The play-off draw is also out now and by
November we will know the rest of the participants.
Columbia became the first team to win on the road in South American World Cup 2014 qualifying
rounds beating Bolivia 2-1, in the high altitude of La Paz, courtesy of Radamel Falcao's goal in the
stoppage time. Lionel Messi broke his goal draught for the national team against Chile but failed to
light up against Venezuela. A 10 men Brazilian team came back from behind to beat Mexico, thanks
to a sublime free kick by Ronaldinho.
After 2 match days in UEFA Champions League, we have seen some surprises especially with
Trabzonspor AŞ and APOEL FC leading their respective groups. Bayern München and Napoli seem to
be emerging as the superior sides from the group (A) of death, surpassing Villareal and Manchester
City.
The debate of ‘rich getting richer’ and so on was once more ignited with Liverpool pushing for a
breakaway TV deal and not an equal division among all clubs as is practiced.
There is lot more football to be played and we shall keep sharing our perspectives every month. We
shall also keep peeking into our history books, to relive golden memories, like we have in this issue,
not forgotten to pay homage to one the greatest football icons, on his 78th birth anniversary.
Follow football, follow us!
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Garrincha – The Forgotten Legend
‘A thing of beauty is a joy forever’ is a line immortalized by John Keats in Endymion. ‘Beauty’ is an
aspect that has caught the imagination of the human race since its evolution, and ‘Sport’ is that
which has united humanity since time immemorial. Over the years, perhaps no other sport in this
world has been followed as closely and passionately as football. Apparently, it is a simple game
comprising 22 players who run across the length and breadth of a rectangular field with a single ball
to execute their craft; but beneath all the running rests ‘a canvas’ on which the greatest performers
of the sport paint their picture, which is precisely why it is referred to as, ‘The Beautiful Game’. One
of those artists was Manuel Francisco dos Santos, popularly known as Garrincha (a little bird). He
was a genius, a folk hero, who scripted innumerable beautiful moments on the field, throughout his
lifetime, which, unfortunately lasted just 49 years, as he literally drunk himself to death.

Early Life and Career
Manuel Santos was born on October 28, 1933 in Magé, Rio de Janeiro to an alcoholic father and a
mother both from very poor backgrounds. His birth defects included – a deformed spine, right leg
bent inwards and left leg six centimetres shorter and curving outwards. The last two were reasons
for his gait on the football field and hence the nickname Garrincha. Considering all these setbacks,
his feats in the field seem even more unreal.
In 1953, after being rejected by several teams because of his abnormal physique, Garrincha was
finally selected by Botafogo on the recommendation of Gentil Cardoso, one of the legendary
coaches of the time who had coached all the great teams of Rio de Janeiro. He remains to this day,
Botafogo’s global symbol of fame. He played 12 seasons with Botafogo winning three state
championships, twice becoming the Brazilian Champion Club and managing one intercontinental
Championship.

The Garrincha flag at Botafogo’s Engenhão Stadium in 2007

His international career was even more startling. He played 50 times for Brazil (1955 - 1966) and only
ever lost one match – his last, in the 1966 World Cup in England. However, his pride of the moment
came in the previous World Cup when he won both the Golden Ball and Golden Shoe in the 1962
World Cup, taking Brazil almost singlehandedly to their 2nd consecutive World Cup win.
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‘The Player’ and ‘The Man’
As a player, Garrincha was beyond any textbook school of coaching. He defined his own rules and
created his own methods. There may have been a method in his madness, one which, only he could
have lived with. He was selfish, undisciplined and unpredictable, yet outstanding - he opened up
defenses like a can of beans and made defenders dance to his tunes. Of late, Denilson in the 90’s
also used to dribble but he could only dribble. In a game of football it is extremely essential to
understand what your next move will be, where your team mate is and where the opposition
defender can move. Denilson knew how to dribble past defenders but he had very little goal mouth
sense as to whom to pass and when to pass. Garrincha though, created value out of his dribbling
skills. Garrincha could split defenses with his dribbling skills and his vision of the next move was
similar to that of an expert chess player. Once in a crucial World Cup match, after he had left a
defender on the ground, Garrincha put his foot on the ball and with his back to the player, offered
his hand to help him up. He lifted him, then dribbled past him and ran on. The romance of Garrincha
was that the occasion never got the better of him as is the case with so many stars of today who fail
to perform when it matters. Even in the biggest games of his career, he would outfox other players
by waiting for them to catch up and then dribble past them again - all these just for fun. He dribbled
at his own free will.

The Master Dribbler

There was simplicity in his eccentricity. Ruy Castro gives an inkling of the nature of the man in the
biography ‘Garrincha – The Triumph and Tragedy of Brazil's Forgotten Footballing Hero’. He says and
I quote: “Garrincha is the most amateur footballer professional football ever produced. He never
trained. He had no agent, didn't bother reading his contracts, and usually signed them before the
figures had been filled in. When he was given a bonus after the World Cup, he handed the cash to
his wife, who hid it under the children's mattress. Years later, they remembered the money, and
discovered a rotting mass of sodden paper. The bonus had been destroyed by bedwetting.”

World Cup Glory
After he was omitted from Brazil’s opening two matches in the 1958 World Cup, his teammates were
united on him being included in the team. The rest, as they say, is history. Brazil’s match against a
strong Soviet Union saw Garrincha beating five defenders in the first minute alone. A French
journalist called it 'the greatest three minutes in the history of football'. He created Brazil's first two
goals in the final, splitting the defense of the Swedish team.
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The 1962 World Cup was Garrincha’s moment of vindication. With Pelé injured, he single-handedly
led Brazil to glory. After helping Brazil to a crucial win against Spain by providing an unbelievable
through pass to Amarildo in the last league match, he ripped apart England and Chile in the
knockout stages by scoring 4 goals in two matches. After the semi-finals, a headline in the Chilean
newspaper, El Mercurio read: "What planet is Garrincha from?” Despite suffering from high fever, he
played in the final on special appeal as he was sent off in the semis and inspired Brazil to their
second successive victory in the World Cup.

The Pelé Comparison
Garrincha remains “a forgotten legend” among the generation of modern football followers. One of
the primary reasons can be due to the fact that he was playing in his prime just before the age of
television. However, those who have watched footage of 1958 and 1962, swear that Brazil would
not have won those trophies without Garrincha, even when it is pointed out to them that a certain
Pelé also played in those cup triumphs. He is perhaps the only player to be red carded in a World
Cup semi-final in 1962 and be allowed to play in the final because the Government of Brazil decided
to take up his case with FIFA. Garrincha is not an icon in Brazil, he is part of a national folklore and
today’s generation must read and watch Garrincha to understand why he is universally regarded as
the best dribbler and the greatest right winger in football history. This explains why the Maracana,
the world’s largest football stadium, has the home changing room named as 'Garrincha', while the
away changing room is named after his more illustrious compatriot, ‘Pelé’.

Brazil never lost a match when they both played together

So was he a better player than Pelé? Could be yes… could be no… difficult to gauge as they played in
different positions. There are some who still believe he is better than Pelé and he did not get his due
from the world soccer fraternity as Pelé has received. Pelé was a methodical genius, who knew what
he was doing. He had a plan for his actions. He knew his stature in world football and fully utilized it.
He appeared in commercials, worked hard, considering his poverty stricken background, and
became a global sports icon and a multi-millionaire. Garrincha though, just wanted to have fun –
both in the field and off it. His passions in life were football, women and alcohol. The reason I am
bringing in Pelé in this tribute to Garrincha is that people tend to limit Brazilian football to Pelé and
consider him as a benchmark, time and again. With no disrespect to perhaps football’s greatest ever
player, I am just honouring Garrincha by saying that he deserves not to live in the shadow of his
great contemporary. Such was the impact of Pelé and Garrincha together that Brazil never lost a
match when both played together.
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His Memories
Some refer to him as “The Angel with crippled legs”. Like all tortured geniuses, Garrincha was
unstable and defied all rules - he is said to have lost his virginity to a goat, slept with several women
and fathered many children. His mother-in-law was killed in a car crash whilst he was drunk and
driving, and he himself later died of liver cirrhosis. Yet, to this day, despite being an illiterate, an
alcoholic, and a womanizer, he remains a people’s favourite in his native country. This explains why
his epitaph reads, "Here rests in peace the one who was the Joy of the People – Mané Garrincha.”
People had painted on the wall: “Thank you, Garrincha, for having lived”.

His Epitaph

FIFA, in their official tribute to Garrincha refers to him as, “The Chaplin of football'. And that
description probably suits him the best. Legendary South American writer, Eduardo Galeano in his
book ‘Soccer in Sun and Shadow’ says: "When he was in form, the pitch became a circus. The ball
became an obedient animal, and the game became an invitation to party. Garrincha would shield his
pet, the ball, and together they would conjure up some wonderful tricks that would have the
spectators in stitches. He would hop over her, and she would bounce over him. Then she would hide
before he would escape only to find her already running in front of him. Along the way, his pursuers
would crash into each other in their attempts to stop him."
The book along with Milton Alencar’s outstanding movie on him, “Garrincha: Lonely Star” sums up
the legend’s career in short as he remains one of football’s greatest tragi-comic heroes. This short
movie, aptly titled, “Garrincha – A Sad Story of Some Happiness” (Part 1, Part 2, Part 3) helps us see
the man’s sheer genius and unpredictability. As you watch him enjoying himself while on the field,
you realize, “A thing of beauty is indeed a joy forever”.
Deepanjan Deb is a MBA student in India and wishes to pay homage to his greatest footballing icon
on his 78th birth anniversary.
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Last rays of sunshine before the
clouds of war

The winning Italian team with their coach Vittorio Pozzo holding aloft the trophy

The times were dark and difficult in Europe when the World Cup was awarded to the land of its
founders – France, by FIFA. The second tournament had given the people a glimpse of ‘Fascism’. By
1938, the entire continent was reeling under the spectre of fascism and its leaders, Adolf Hitler and
Benito Mussolini. The outlook in the continent was bleak and depressing as the people could feel
that they were hurtling towards a war which none of them wanted but had to endure due to the
whims of their leaders.
Italians came into the tournament as overwhelming favourites to retain their trophy. The
charismatic Italian coach, Vittorio Pozzo had retained only three players from the 1934 World Cup
winning team - Guiseppe Meazza, Eraldo Monzeglio and Giovanni Ferrari. To this were added three
good players from the Olympics team- Alfredo Foni, Pietro Rava and Ugo Locatelli. This time there
was only one South American - the Uruguayan, Michele Andreolo who was playing in the same
position as the great Luis Monti. Above all, the Italians had the best forward in Europe- Silvio Piola.
The team whom the Italians had defeated in the Olympics final, Austria, were still a very strong side
despite their ageing forward line of Matthias Sindelar and Josef Bican. Hungary had developed into
a side with very fluid ball playing skills and a lot of goal scoring ability with Gyorgy Sarosi and Gyula
Zsengeller. Czechoslovakia, the last runners up were back with Frantisek Plánička, Oldrich Nejedlý
and Antonin Puč, the heroes of the 1934 tournament. Brazil had not played an international in a year
but they had in their ranks a then unknown genius by the name of Leonidas who had not played for
the national team for four years. Spain was embroiled in a bitter civil war and did not participate.
There were a lot of debutantes amongst the nations with Cuba and Dutch East Indies, the first Asian
country to play in the finals. The first match was scheduled on 4th June in Paris, and the rest of the
seven matches in seven different cities the following day.
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Leonidas the top scorer in 1938

Silvio Piola player of the tournament

On March 12, the Third Reich under Hitler invaded Austria under their policy of Anschluss, which
aimed at integrating all German speaking countries. The Austrian FA subsequently informed FIFA
that they had ceased to exist as a national federation and team. This was later dubbed as ‘Shame of
1938’ in the football world. The Germans immediately drafted seven Austrian players into their
national team. It was very unfortunate that one of the best teams was out of the tournament even
before the matches had started. England was offered Austria’s place in the tournament, which they
refused. Had England played, with players like Sir Stanley ‘The Magician’ Matthews, Cliff Bastin, Ted
Drake and Eddie Hapgood, they might have made an impact. Mexicans also pulled out allowing Cuba
to make their debut in the tournament. Uruguay refused to participate as their bid to host the
tournament had been rejected by FIFA. Argentina, the Copa America champions also refused to
participate protesting against the FIFA decision to hold the tournament in Europe. Finally fifteen
teams played in the tournament, with Austria being the only casualty from the confirmed list.
The format of this tournament was the same as the last edition with all matches being knock-outs
and subsequent replays in case of a draw. The replays were luckily not on the very next day, allowing
the teams some recovery time. The previous World Cup had only a single match which was drawn;
in contrast this edition had a spate of draws and replays. The opening match pitted the German
team, complete with five Austrians in their starting line-up, against the industrious Swiss who were a
good team in their own right. The Germans dominated the match and took the lead in the 29 th
minute. The Swiss equalised through a defensive error in the 43rd minute and held on till the end of
extra time due to the heroics of their goalkeeper, Willy Huber who pulled off a string of spectacular
saves. The replay was held five days later and this time it was the Swiss who prevailed in a 4-2
victory. The media proclaimed that the brave little Swiss had humbled the mighty Nazis, but in
reality the German team with its mix of Austrians did not gel well enough to be a good team.
Cubans, who were making their debut, surprised the Romanians holding them to a 3-3 draw. The
replay was possibly the first big upset of the World Cup as the Cubans defeated their more fancied
European opponents 2-1, mainly due to the acrobatic saves by their keeper, Juan Ayra. In the first
real World Cup mismatch, Hungary played the Dutch East Indies. The French press had dubbed the
Asians as diminutive dynamos and terrific dribblers. The captain of their team played in glasses and
their goal keeper brought a man-sized doll which he placed behind his goal for good luck. The Asians
though very good dribblers were very poor passers and even worse in defensive acumen. The
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Hungarians scored four goals in the first half and then availed themselves of passing practice and still
managed to score two further goals for a 6-0 win. The hosts, France defeated Belgium easily using a
crisp passing and attack oriented game, 3-1. The last three matches of the 1st round were all classics.
Czechoslovakia was held to a goalless draw in normal time by a plucky Dutch side playing with ten
men due to an injury to a player in the second half as there were no substitutions allowed then.
Eventually, the finalists of the last tournament began to have some cohesion in the play of their
forwards in extra time. Nejedlý and Josef Zeman scored after Josef Košťálek had put them ahead
with a long range shot. The Czechoslovakians won with a 3-0 score line which did not reflect how
closely contested the match had been. The Italians had won the gold medal in the 1936 Olympics
where they met stiff resistance from two sides - Austria, in the final and Norway, in the semi-finals.
The former was no longer a threat due to Italy’s ally, Germany and their military forces, the latter
was the opponent of the defending champions in the first match. Italy took an early lead when the
Norwegian goalkeeper could not keep control of Ferrari’s shot. After that, Italy were on the mat for
the rest of the ninety minutes. Piola was marked and the wingers made ineffective by the
Scandinavians. The Norwegians were also a constant threat in the front. Eventually they equalised
through Arne Brustad in the 83rd minute skipping past Eraldo Monzeglio, his designated marker.
Pozzo dropped Monzeglio for the rest of the tournament. Italy’s chances were kept alive in the game
by two players - Pietro Rava, the left back who kept the speedy opposition winger Knut Brynildson at
bay and the other saviour being Aldo Olivieri, the goalkeeper who was so outstanding that even the
opposition forwards shook hands with him after a few of his phenomenal saves. The Italians
managed to find the winner in extra time due to the error of the opposition goalkeeper, Henry
Jacobsen who dropped a weak shot by Piero Pasinati and Piola pounced to send the ball in the back
of the net. The referee, Alois Beranek was another Austrian making a guest appearance for Nazi
Germany. The best match of this round was the clash between Brazil and Poland, a genuine
contender for the ‘greatest match of football’. Brazil took the lead through Leonidas, only to see the
bizarre sight of his defender, Domigos bringing down Ernest Wilmowski with a perfect Rugby tackle
to concede a penalty which was converted by Fryderyk Scherfke. The Brazilian forwards were luckily
much better than their defenders and Romeu and Jose Perácio put them 3-1 ahead at half time. The
pitch was muddy and Leonidas had torn the sole of his boot in the 10th minute. He took the shoes off
and tried to play bare-feet, but was promptly ordered by Eklind, the referee not to do so. He just
ripped off his sole and played the rest of the match wearing his boot minus the sole. The second half
belonged to the 21 year old young Polish striker, Ernst Wilmowski. He scored a hat-trick to take the
match into extra time. His third goal came in the 89th minute to equalise a Perácio goal which had
put Brazil up 4-3 in the 71st minute. In extra time, Leonidas took over and scored two goals in the
first half of added time. Wilmowski scored in the 118th minute and also hit the post a minute later to
end up with four goals and on the losing side. Wilomowski was made to play in friendlies
representing Germany, after Poland was invaded from 1939 to 1944 albeit having to change his first
name Earnst to please his Nazi rulers. Sweden did not have to play in the first round due to the
absence of Austria and qualified directly to the quarter finals.
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The quarterfinals had Italy against France, Sweden playing the giant killers Cuba, Hungary taking on
Switzerland and an intriguing clash between Brazil and Czechoslovakia. The Swedish team routed
the Cubans, who looked out of their depth. Two Swedes scored hat-tricks in an 8-0 trouncing. The
Swiss were without two of the heroes from the match against Germany, Minelli and Aeby, who had
not recovered from the replay. The Hungarians bossed the match with goals by Sarosi and Zsengeller
in each half. The Swiss just couldn’t get past the excellent defensive pair of Lajos Koranyi and Sandor
Biro, the match finished 2-0 in favour of Hungary. The last two editions of the tournament had been
won by the hosts. The French supporters were expectant of a repeat of the same. The Italian coach,
Pozzo after the tribulations of the Norway match rung in the changes. Monzeglio, a hero of 1934,
made way for Alfredo Foni, and two new wingers, Amadeo Biaveti and Gino Colaussi were included.
Italy scored early through Colaussi, and France equalised two minutes later when Oscar Heisserer
rifled in his shot. The best French player, Guisti Jordan suggested during halftime that Piola be man
marked by Etienne Mattler. Mattler, the French captain also vetoed the idea, stating that it was not
the right moment to initiate his career as a man marker. The manager did not seem to have
supported the idea as well. This decided the match as Piola scored a brace in the second half to end
the participation of the hosts, with the Italians winning 3-1.
The last quarterfinal was dubbed as the battle of Bordeaux, the first match in the tournament to gain
such a sobriquet. Paul Von Hertzka, the Hungarian referee, just could not take control of a match
where both sides were prone to clumsy defending. The Brazilians took the lead through Leonidas,
the film shows him to be in a possible offside position. After the goal, the Brazilians used some
physical tactics. Zeze was sent off after a wild tackle on Nejedlý, who later converted a penalty. The
match then degenerated into a fighting competition which resulted in Plánička with a broken arm
and Nejedlý with a broken leg. Machado had earlier stamped on Puč which left him with torn
ligaments. Riha retaliated with a punch and both were duly sent off. The game ended as a 1-1 draw
with bodies strewn all around the ground. The replay was just a day later and both teams were
forced to make a number of changes due to the bruising match played earlier. The important Czech
players could not play while Leonidas could, that was the difference between the two teams.
Leonidas scored the equaliser and set up the winner by Romero to cancel Kopecky’s opening goal
enabling Brazil to win 2-1. The semi-final line-ups were complete with Hungary playing Sweden and
Italy clashing against Brazil. The first semi-final started like a dream for Sweden, with Nyberg scoring
what was then the fastest goal in any edition of the tournament in 35 seconds. After the dreamy
start, the Scandinavians came crashing back to the ground as the Hungarians equalised due to a
Swedish own goal and their forwards ripped their defence to shreds. Playing their only match against
the Cubans was not ideal practice for the Swedes as they were being hammered with Pal Titkos and
Zsengeller adding further goals to put Hungary 3-1 at the break. The situation did not improve after
the break as Sarosi and Zsengeller scored again. The final score was 5-1 in the favour of the
Hungarians. The only flip side was that the Hungarian defender Koranyi was injured and missed the
final. One half of the best defensive pairing who had only conceded a single goal in the tournament
till then, did not play in the final and it hurt their chances a lot.
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The Italians were slowly getting into their stride and improving with every game. Their coach, Pozzo
was not afraid to make necessary changes to his side. Brazil was still a dangerous opponent.
However, the danger was much reduced when Leonidas did not start. There have been many
conspiracy theories behind this omission, the main being the overconfident coach Adhemar Pimenta
saving him for the finals. In an interview many years later, the coach revealed that Leonidas had not
recovered after playing the two brutal encounters against the Czechoslovakians with a single day of
rest. The match was controlled by Italy on a bald pitch, with their mid-fielders and defenders
keeping possession. The forwards created quite a few chances with the Brazilian goalkeeper Walter
making some good saves to keep the game goalless at halftime. The Italians started imposing their
physical superiority on the tiring Brazilians in the second half. Colaussi scored, banging in a shot off a
cross from the right wing. Then Piola was brought down by Domingos in the penalty area. To be fair
to the Brazilian defender, the foul was that of exasperation as he was being battered by the
forwards who liberally used their elbows. The penalty was a great talking point as just when he was
placing the ball, the elastic of Meazza’s shorts snapped. The great man now visibly slower had the
panache to hold his shorts up by his hand and score high to his left. Brazil pulled one goal back three
minutes from the end through Romeu. The Italians then kept possession to round out the match.
The defending champions were in their second consecutive final facing yet another fluid and free
passing Carpathian nation of Eastern Europe.
As with the last edition, there was a match to determine third place between Brazil and Sweden.
Leonidas was back and made captain. Sweden took a 2-0 lead totally against the run of play. Romeu
reduced the margin a minute before the break. In the second half, Leonidas imposed himself and
scored two goals to give the Brazilians a deserved lead. Peracio added a fourth Brazilian goal for a
final score of 4-2. Leonidas finished the tournament as the highest scorer with seven goals; one is
but left to wonder what could have been achieved had he played in the semi-final.
Paris was the city which hosted the final at the stadium built for the 1924 Olympics. Before the start
of the final, a telegram was sent to the Italian team by their leader Mussolini. It was believed to have
contained three ominous words: “Vincere o morire” – “Win or die.” Historians later have debated
over the authenticity of the telegram with many dismissing it as a prank. For the Italian team under
the iron fist of Fascist rule it must have been a terrifying experience. The French press had huge
articles on each of the players of both teams. Sarosi’s running style was showcased in series of
photographs. Italian winger, Amedeo Biavati’s foot over the ball feint was a subject of many
debates. On their way to the stadium, the Italian team’s motorcade was held up due to a large
number of supporters. Pozzo ordered the driver to turn back to their hotel so his players wouldn’t
have to wait in a bus before such an important game. He was possibly the earliest coach who
understood that the game is played between the ears as well as on the ground. The Italians made it
to the stadium at their second attempt. Both teams employed a 2-3-4-1 formation with Piola and
Sarosi as the lone striker. The question was - whether the flowing style of the Danube valley could
breach the Italian defensive walls?
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Guiseppe Meazza(L), Georges Capdeville- referee(C) & Gyorgy Sarosi(R)

The third World Cup final started on the same ground where the legendary Uruguay side had won
their first Olympic gold medal fourteen years ago. The Hungarians brought in Polgar to partner Biro
in the defence in place of Koranyi, but the defence was unsettled and lacked the assurance of the
previous matches. In the 6th minute, the Italian left half, Ugo Locatelli passed to Meazza in the right
wing, who passed to Biavati to run ahead and cross the ball from the right. The Hungarian defence
was totally absent and an unmarked Colaussi poked the ball home from close range (1-0). The
goalkeepers did not come off their lines then as coming off the line would usually entail the
attention of the elbows and fists of the opposing forwards. In the very next minute Hungary was
level with Tiktos, the outside right, scoring with a crisp high shot to the near post (1-1). The Italians
were not giving the Hungarians the opportunity to play their languid passing style by increasing the
pace of the game, another stroke of brilliant strategy from their manager. Sarosi, the Hungarian
captain was marked out of the game by Andreolo, the Uruguyan born successor of Luis Monti.
Titkos and Sas the Hungarian wingers were the only threat, and the Italian midfield of Serantoni and
Locatelli made sure that they were starved of possession. In addition, the Italians had Silvio Piola the
player of the tournament and possibly the best striker of those times. In the 11th minute, Giovanni
Ferrari, the Italian inside left hit a twenty yard shot which was fumbled by the Hungarian goalkeeper
Antal Szabo; Piola was first to the rebound and his shot came back off the post to maintain the
status quo momentarily. In the 16th minute, Piola went through the middle unmarked and passed to
Ferrari on his left. Ferrari, who had just the goalkeeper to beat instead of scoring passed it to the
right to Meazza, who in turn laid it back to Piola who put an end to this passing around by hitting a
right footed drive high into the net inside the near post (2-1). The Hungarian defence did not make a
tackle in the midst of all this passing and committed the cardinal sin of not marking Piola. Szabo
again stayed on the line. Colaussi scored his second goal of the match in 35th minute by walking in
the ball from the same position as his first goal, this time he had Polgar for company with arms
around his waist trying to prevent the his scoring (3-1). The defending champions looked in
command during the break, two goals up with Hungarian defence in disarray.
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Alfredo Foni (ITA)(L) & Gyula Zsengeller(HUN)

Szabo(R) saves a Piola(L) shot with Biro in centre

The Italians shut up shop in the second half and relied on Biavati’s pace for counter attacks. The
Hungarians with all their ball possession could not feed their wingers or penetrate the tight Italian
defensive system. In the 69th minute, Sarosi turned in a left wing cross initiated by Sas from close range
to reduce the margin (3-2). All hopes of a Hungarian fight back were quashed when Biavati in a lightning
counter attack from the right broke through and crossed for Piola to score his second of the match with
a grounder, eight minutes from time (4-2). The rest of the match was a series of hopeful balls into the
box by Hungary which were efficiently dealt with by the Italian defence. The final whistle was blown by
the French official, Georges Capdeville and Italy became the first nation to successfully defend their
trophy. Pozzo became the only coach to have won back to back World Cups. Meazza received the trophy
with a fascist salute. The Hungarian goalkeeper later commented that he may have lost the match but
saved eleven lives referring to the infamous Mussolini telegram. Mussolini met the winning team minus
his sailor’s cap this time, but the entire team wore sailors cap to please their ruler.

The winning Italian team wearing sailing caps with Benito Mussolini (C)

FIFA had a moderately successful tournament where few spectators turned up as they had a lot more on
their minds. Soon the conflict moved from the football fields to the battle fields of Europe and there was
no World Cup for more than a decade and Italy was the defending world champion for a period of
twelve years - the longest ever.
Kinshuk Biswas is an architect by education, a consultant by profession, a quizzer, writer and an absolute
football fanatic by choice. Follow him at http://confessionsofastonedmind.blogspot.com
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1911 – A Seminal Win
Many of the readers here who are not from India, or those in India, may not be aware of an incident
that happened on 29th July 1911, just over a 100 years ago. A group of barefoot Indians beat their then
political masters, the British, in a game of football. This does not sound earth-shattering, or something
that changed the course of history of Indian sports, let alone India in general.
For those of you, however, who have heard about the exploits of Dynamo Kiev against the German
jailors during World War II which inspired the movie "Escape to Victory" or seen Bhuvan of "Lagaan" (a
Bollywood movie that was nominated and just lost out for Best Foreign Language Oscar in 2002) inspire
a rag-tag team to victory against the British, I can only tell this achievement was no less. To my British
friends and readers, I must apologize for some rhetoric that can accompany this article, but such was
the truth of those times.

The Mohun Bagan players with the IFA Shield 1911
The British had introduced, among other sports, football in India, mostly as a recreational activity. As
part of this activity, they had started some tournaments where the teams participated, not because the
remuneration was high, but because those were a way to stay competitive and fit. One of those
tournaments was the IFA shield, India's premier domestic tournament and fourth oldest club cup
tournaments in the world.
Now, among the sports the British had introduced (cricket, hockey, badminton, tennis etc), Indians had
developed the skill to play football faster than the others. The local Bengali businessmen and landlords
patronized clubs to take up football. One such club was Mohun Bagan, who had inculcated a system of
developing local talent to play football. Most of the Indian clubs played barefoot, which may sound
absurd now, but mostly religious connotations and comfort levels ensured they did not wear shoes.
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In the lead up to the 1911 IFA Shield, Mohun Bagan had won several smaller tournaments beating their
Indian rivals. However, it was the first time they had reached the final, beating a clutch of British teams
like St. Xavier’s. In the final, they came up against the team from East Yorkshire regiment. The match
had attained legendary proportions keeping in mind the anti-establishment sentiments brewing in the
minds of many revolutionary Indians.
East Bengal Club, which is said to represent the sentiments of people from East Bengal (now
Bangladesh), was formed much later. In that sense, Mohun Bagan represented the Bengalis, who in
1911 were very much the embodiment of the common Indian man who was subjugated under the rule
of the empire. No wonder the match was well publicized even in those days and people came from the
far east of undivided Bengal to watch it.
What followed was something memorable as Mohun Bagan came back from a goal down to win the
match 2-1. It was a momentous occasion. As the captain of the side Shibdas Bhaduri said to his main
striker, Abhilash Ghosh - "football perhaps is the only place where we can kick and injure without fear of
retribution". That summed it up – ‘Sports’, is the greatest leveller of all.
However, this article is not just about the build-up to the game, or the results - they are well
documented in several movies, documentaries and write-ups. This is about the after-effects of the
match. And the after-effects were not just in sports, but spread to other fields as well. It is said that a
number of young boys who watched that match became footballers themselves, most prominent among
them being the great Gostha Pal, who was given the sobriquet, "The Chinese Wall" for his great
defending, by the British.
The Bengali landlords and businessmen, some of whom were forced to live under the thumb of the local
collectors, started to express interest and patronize local youth so that they would take up the sport
seriously. This was perhaps their way to show their patriotism. Origins of several clubs, most prominent
of them being Mohun Bagan's arch-rivals East Bengal, can be traced thus. Also, the fact that India
became a significant force in the world of football in the 20’s, 30’s and 40’s can be, in a way, attributed
to this. Yes, we have thrown it all away over the years, but nobody can deny the existence of greats like
Sailen Manna and Neville D'Souza. For the fact that FIFA didn’t allow barefoot football in the 1950 World
Cup, denied India a chance to become the second Asian country to take part in the World Cup.
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The Mohun Bagan captain Shindas Bhaduri(left) with a club patron

Culturally too, the result had a great impact. A number of plays, some even outside Bengal, were
centred around this match; even in "jatra" and "nautanki” - both styles of theatre, prevalent in different
parts of the country. Folk singers and painters from Bengal who moved around from one place to
another, used to weave their songs and paintings based on this victory, spreading the news to different
corners of the country. Poems were written, eulogizing the players as beacons of hope for a
beleaguered nation.
The underground "swadeshi"(indigenous) movements carried out by youths in various parts of the
country got a moral boost with the news of this victory. It is said that Binoy Bose, a prominent leader of
the Bengal Volunteers, an organization founded by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, one of the greatest
leaders the country has seen, used to quote this match result to inspire the youth he led.
The farmers, the boatmen, the fishermen, all of whom were subjugated under the imperial rule in one
way or the other and had lost the spine to hit back, were all invigorated with the result. The players
became a part of folklore, often exaggerated to giants of men who had carried out a heroic deed. 4
months after that victory on July 29, the British shifted their capital from Calcutta to Delhi on 12
December. Coincidentally the struggle for independence was gathering pace all over the land and the
proud Union Jack had to be moved from the skies of Calcutta to a more secure Delhi.
However, here comes the twist in the tale. As the years passed, the sands of time covered and gradually
wiped out the traces of the great victory. It didn’t even become a footnote in the history of Indian
sports. The players who played and won that match, went back to their daily lives. Gradually, the
country moved on, football moved backwards from 1970’s onwards while 1983 onwards, cricket as a
sport, completely engulfed the nation's collective mindset. 100 years on, the match almost found no
mention in the national media. Yes, there was some song and dance in the local media, and the players
cardboard cut-outs were taken out in a procession in Kolkata (which had changed its name from
Calcutta), but that was just about it.
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Yes, we pride over a couple of our brilliantly made sports movies, ask umpteen questions about the
occasion when Pele and Stallone acted together, but we have been guilty of having this wonderful result
shift out of our minds - a result significant not just for its nationalistic undertones, but also for the fact
that it is one of the greatest underdog-victory stories in sports, an occasion when the barefoot David
slew the Goliath. It’s not too late; let us cherish it once more in its centenary year.
I do, and I am a die-hard East Bengal1 fan.
The Immortal Eleven on that day
Hiralal Mukherjee (GK)
Bhuti Sukul
Manmohon Mukherjee

Sudhir Kumar Chatterjee

Rajendranath SenGupta

Srischanda Sarkar
Jitendranath Roy

Nilmadhab Bhattacharya
Bijaydas Bhaduri

Abhilas Ghosh

Shibdas Bhaduri

Kaushik Saha works for a stock exchange and follows Indian football. He can be reached
@kaushiksaha1982 / kaushikcrouncho@gmail.com

1

East Bengal is the arch-rival of Mohun Bagan in the city
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Amarcord2 – My life as a Calcio Fan
I was born to Italian-Canadian parents and raised in eastern Canada but have always felt as though my
heart belonged to Italy. Having been in Italy many times over the years, I have grown fascinated by the
wonderful culture, language, fashion, and most importantly the national sport – Calcio3. The feeling I
get when my favourite football team wins, or the dejection I go through when they lose is indescribable.
My love for calcio grew at a very young age, thanks to my calcio fanatic family. My name is Annalisa, and
calcio is my passion.
Growing up in Canada, it was remarkable that while most Canadian children played ‘I Spy’ as a family, I
played calcio guessing games with mine. At the tender age of six, my aunts would randomly say first
names of players, and I’d shout out their last names. When that became too easy for me, they had to be
more creative to make it more challenging. So they’d say the player’s last name, and I’d give the name of
the team he played for and his playing position. Due to my extensive knowledge of all the players, my
family has coined me the nickname CT (Commissario Tecnico4). Some years later, when my younger
sister was old enough I played the game with her, but she wasn't as successful – naturally, because she’s
an Inter fan!
Growing up in an Italian household, all we ever watched was Italian football. From friendly matches to
the most important competitions, calcio was and will always be a permanent fixture in my family.
Ninety-nine percent of conversations over Sunday lunch at my grandmother’s house consisted, and still
do, of calcio. However, just like the city of Milan is divided in two big clubs, so is our family: my aunt,
grandmother and myself are Milanisti, while my parents, sister, aunt and grandfather are Interisti. This
may seem like an unequal balance numerically, but we Milanisti hold our own. Our household is like a
war zone, only getting worse around ‘Derby della Madonnina’5 time. In my experience, most arguments
that ensue consist mainly of the Interisti’s whining and complaining about being victims of faulty
refereeing after another derby defeat.

2

Amarcord in Romagnol (northern Italy) language is “I Remember”. Fellini made a movie by this name too.

3

The Italian word for football is calcio and this is a word used to make a reference to Italian football in Englishspeaking countries
4

Coach of the national football team

5

The Milan derby between Milan and Inter is referred as such owing to one of the main sights in the city of Milan,
the statue of Virgin Mary on the top of the Duomo, which is usually called "Madonnina".
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Besides our love for the sport, the only thing we have in common is a shared disdain for Juventus. At
elementary school, there were a lot of Italians in my class and my friends were more often than not
Juventini, thus making my classroom a war zone as well. During Champions League or World Cup
season, we’d trade Panini football stickers and bicker over whose team had the better players. Many of
my oral presentations were usually football-oriented and on my favourite Milan or Azzurri players.
During my last year of elementary school, which happened to be in 2006, our teacher actually showed
Italy’s World Cup matches instead of imparting English lessons.
When I was about four or five years old, my blue-and-black-loving aunt bought me an official Nike Inter
kit, as well as a calendar. She was able to have her way and make me wear that hideous outfit because I
was too young and naïve and didn’t know better. Pictures were taken of me wearing the atrocious blue
and black colours, but I eventually got rid of all those photographs. However, as I got older, her attempts
at brainwashing me into being a full-fledged Interista failed miserably. Soon after, I had an epiphany and
realized I was living a sheltered life. That’s when I was introduced to the world of the red and black,
thanks to my other aunt. And this, my friends, is how I got to where I am today.

I was fortunate to have witnessed the world’s best defender, the irreplaceable and sensational Paolo
Maldini, work his magic in the Milan squad until his retirement a couple of years ago. Once I started
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watching Milan matches religiously and arguing with anyone who didn’t like the team, I realized I was a
real tifosa and borderline ultrà. My earliest memories of watching Milan win a competition would have
to be the 2003 UEFA Champions League final, where the Rossoneri beat Juventus in penalty shoot-out. I
remember jumping off the couch when Dida saved David Trezeguet’s penalty kick, as well as the tears
that were building up when Clarence Seedorf missed. While I waited for Andriy Shevchenko to take the
decisive penalty kick, the build-up was like watching the ending of a good movie in slow motion. As he
was about to take that kick, I couldn’t take the pressure, so I closed my eyes…seconds later, after
hearing all the cheers, I opened them and Milan had become European champions for the sixth time.
Through the years, that feeling of watching Milan win Scudetti, Super Cups, Club World Cup and another
Champions League title never got old.
Needless to say, being a die-hard fan of Milan makes me an equally die-hard fan of the Italian national
team. My memories go as far back as being in Italy during the 1998 World Cup; however, I have seen
pictures of me wearing the Italy kit, watching the 1994 World Cup finals when I was five months shy of
turning one. My fondest memory of the Italian national team was parading in the streets of Montreal
when they won the World Cup for the fourth time in 2006. Seeing so many people parading and
gathering in the streets made me feel closer to the Italian-Canadian community. The flood of Italy flags
and Azzurri jerseys was so overwhelming that it brought tears to my eyes. And so for my thirteenth
birthday, I was surprised with a cake bearing the now-famous image of Fabio Cannavaro raising the
World Cup and the emotions of that magical day came rushing back.

Hopefully I have painted a decent picture of my experience as a calcio fan whose passion has been
ongoing for years, and continues to increase every day. Calcio is not just a sport, but a way of life. "My
heart is azzurro and I bleed red and black," is a motto I live by.
Annalisa D'Antonio is a passionate AC Milan supporter. Apart from calcio, she enjoys traveling and is a
firm believer in astrology. She can be reached on twitter @mrsgilardino
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This Month That Year
In this feature, we try to bring to you some past events of the month that make it special.
October 01, 1977 – Pelé bid adieu to professional football with an exhibition match played between his
two former clubs, the New York Cosmos and Santos. Pelé played for both the sides on either side of half
time at New Jersey's Giants Stadium in front of a packed house of 77,000 spectators, most notable being
President Jimmy Carter and Muhammad Ali. The legend did not disappoint – he scored for the Cosmos
off a direct free kick, the final goal of his illustrious career. Cosmos went on to win the match 2-1.

October 03, 1973 – Romania's Dinamo Bucureşti entered the history books on their way of thrashing out
Northern Ireland's Crusaders FC by 11-0. This is the biggest margin of victory in the European Cup/
Champions League tie. Following this result, the Dinamo fans might have hoped to propel further
success in the tournament, but they were eliminated in the next round by Atlético Madrid.
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October 04, 2009 – Gigant Belene, a Bulgarian
3rd division team had to surrender a match to
Chavdar Byala Slatina after only 4 minutes due
to injuries. They lined up with only 8 players
due to injuries and suspensions. Within four
minutes, 2 more Gigant players had to be
stretchered off. As soon as the Gigant side was
reduced to 6, the referee had no choice but to
stop the match and award the points to visiting
Chavdar as a 3-0 forfeit, under the rules. It was
the shortest soccer match ever in Bulgaria then.
But Gigant bettered that within 6 months. In
March 2010, they travelled to Belogradchik with

only 7 available players, one of whom picked up
a match-ending injury in the first minute.

October 07, 2000 – Kevin Keegan resigned as
England manager, from the bathroom, literally.
Keegan was appointed the manager of the
England in February 1999 after Glenn Hoddle.
The following autumn, The Three Lions opened
their 2002 World Cup qualifiers with a 1-0 loss
to Germany at Wembley. Disappointment
apart, Keegan was furious with the British press
revealing his first team before the match, and
thus handing over an unfair advantage to the
Germans. Keegan decided to call quits after the
match. Acting FA chief David Davies took
Keegan to the only private space available – a
gents’ toilet stall – and tried to persuade him,

but in vain. Keegan gets the wooden spoon with
his 38.9% winning percentage as the national
team manager, statistically.

October 13, 2006 – FIFA decided to deduct Cameroon 6 points in their qualification campaigns for the
2010 World Cup and 2008 African Cup of Nations. The reason was that the stubborn Lions wore
unitards. Cameroon had a prolonged history of kit controversy as they put up sleeveless shirts at the
2002 African Cup of Nations. Afterwards, FIFA asked them not to wear them at the 2002 World Cup. So
Puma, Cameroon's kit-maker, incorporated black sleeves for that particular tournament. FIFA again
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questioned their one-piece kit after their first match at the 2004 Cup of Nations. Cameroon, however,
requested that it was too difficult to get alternate kits on such a short notice and wore the one-piece for
their quarterfinal match against Nigeria. After FIFA declared its long-awaited reprimand, it finally
changed its mind and withdrew the point penalties. Meanwhile, Puma alleged FIFA to court claiming
that the rules did not call for separate shirt and shorts. They lost, too.

October 17, 2009 – Sunderland beat Liverpool 1-0 with a little help from a (D)evil beach ball. Striker
Darren Bent's 5th-minute strike at the Stadium of Lights, Sunderland’s home ground, hit a red beach ball
on the pitch (presumably thrown in by a Reds supporter, as the ball ironically bore the Liverpool crest).
As goalkeeper Pepe Reina was deceived by the beach ball to his right, the actual football flew past him
on the left and into the net. Although the laws of the game suggest that referee Mike Jones could have
disallowed the goal, he let it stand, and may be haunted for that till date.

October 20, 1982 – A crowd of close to 10,000 gathered that day to watch Spartak Moscow play HFC
Haarlem in the second round of the UEFA Cup at Spartak Moscow's Luzhniki Stadium. The officials had
only one exit open, seeing the relatively low number of spectators. The supporters started leaving the
stadium with the home team leading 1-0. But a late goal from Spartak defender, Sergei Shvetsov deep
into injury time forced many of them back towards the stands to join in the celebration. The two waves
of people met at the exit, where close to 350 people (officially only 66, though) were trampled and
crushed. Russia witnessed its worst sporting disaster. But the Russian authorities tried to cover up the
incident. Finally, newspaper Sovetsky Sport revealed the full story seven years later. In 1992, a memorial
was placed outside the stadium.
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October 26, 1863 – A number of football club’s
representatives from the Greater London area
met at the Freemasons' Tavern on Long Acre in
Covent Garden. This was the first documented
meeting of The Football Association (FA). It was
the world's first official football body and hence
is not preceded with the word English.

October 30, 2008 – Nigerian midfielder Soo
Adekwagh scored the fastest goal in FIFA
women's history. She netted after only 22
seconds of kick-off against South Korea in the
Group D match of 2008 U-17 Women's World
Cup. Nigeria went on to win the match 2-1, but
was eliminated in the group stage after a loss to
England and a draw with Brazil.

October 31, 2002 – AS Adema beat the reigning champions, Stade Olympique de L'Emyrne Antananarivo
(SOE) by the world record score line of 149-0 in the Madagascar's THB Champions League tournament,
one would be astonished to know that none of them were scored by Adema. SOE had already been
eliminated in their previous match by a controversial last-minute penalty decision, making the match
against Adema inconsequential. SOE decided to protest their elimination by putting the ball repeatedly
into their own net from each successive kickoff. Subsequently, the Fédération Malagasy de Football
banned SOE's manager for three years, along with four of SOE's players.

This might have been a picture that day!
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Rifle, Regime, Revenge and the Ugly
Game
Ever since the game of football was created, it has evolved its own stories - some good, some bad and
some ugly. The tragedy of Andrés Escobar has not yet passed into oblivion; possibly the ugliest instance
in the entire history of football. However, that’s not the end of it. This beautiful game has been
jeopardized from time to time – often by an autocratic regime or a greedy individual. Here are some
episodes where the sanity of the enjoyment has been brutally and repeatedly raped.

Story I: Land of Guns ‘n’ Roses
After the adventurous journey of Bulgarian football team in the 1994 World Cup, the football fanaticism
of the country reached its zenith. That, though, was only one side of the picture. According to different
cable sources, Bulgarian football has become paralyzed by the intervention of the mafia, underworld
and prominent criminal figures. Bulgaria, known for its valley of roses, offers roses no more; rather the
artistry of guns, corruption and threats prevail there.
After the fall of Communism, things went downhill for Bulgarian football management. The new
influential businessmen who were heavily linked with the underworld started to own individual clubs.
They mostly owned these popular clubs to decontaminate their illegitimate profits and craft an elusive
legitimate image. As such, Bulgarian football became grossly polluted with numerous match fixing
rumours and allegations of gambling on matches. It was also used as a tax-evasion tool. Bribing the
referee became the easiest practice behind match fixing and the gambling businesses. The criminal
infrastructure was so organized that it was hard to find any evidence or witness. There were subtle
revolts though. Momchil Vraikov, Dimitar Dimitrov, Krassimir Yosifov and Hristo Ristoskov - these four
referees came out of their shells and accused Ivan Lekov - the deputy head of the State Agency for
Sports and Youth and a former referee - of bribing and threatening. Lekov was arrested in 2008 but was
acquitted eventually due to lack of proper evidences. As a repercussion of this mayhem, Bulgarian
Football Union was forced to suspend the whole referee association. Not once, but twice in the process.
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Ivan Lekov being taken into custody

Agitated Levski fans

The ‘Kazan Incident’ exposed the corruption

many journalists smelt whiffs of international

further and put Todor Batkov – the chief of

fraud and gambling profits.

Levski FC - in the dock. The allegation involved
the transfer of Levski’s four best players to
Russian club Rubin Kazan for a total of €5M, just
before the derby against CSKA FC, only for them
to return immediately after the match.
Meanwhile, Levski were defeated convincingly
by a 2-0 margin without their star players.
Though Mr. Batkov claimed that he had been
tricked and forced to make these fake transfers,

Georgi Iliev with Hristo Stoichkov

The Underworld monopoly was looming large. 6 presidents of the famous Bulgarian club, Lokomotiv
Plovdiv have been assassinated since 1995. In a club owned by the criminal organization called VIS,
assassination of their presidents appears to be a natural phenomenon. Here goes the list of the
presidents: Georgi Kalapatirov (in 1995), Georgi Prodanov (in 1995), Petar Petrov (in 1998), Georgi Iliev
(in 2005), Nikolai Popov (in 2005) and Alexander Tasev (in 2007).
The chairmen are often selected from the VIS. Georgi Iliev, who features in the assassinated list is a
notorious figure connected with drug dealing and gambling, and had been sentenced to 11 years behind
the bar for a rape case. In his early days, there was even a charge that, he had planned to kidnap the
teenager Dimitar Berbatov, to force him to sign for his club.
Bulgarian football being in such chaos, the public and fans are losing interest, both in matches and clubs.
A declining Television viewer rate and ever reducing stadium attendance just emphasize this statement.
Most of the clubs are owned by Mafia bosses and have become an institution of crime and money
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laundering. The league and cup games have merely turned to puppet shows controlled by the Mafia.
Has the beautiful game ever been such heinous?

Story II: The Coliseum of Football
This true story revokes the memory of a shrewd
regime which insensitively used football as the
safety tunnel to rescue themselves from
political pandemonium. Long ago, the Roman
emperors built the gigantic coliseum to divert
people from prevailing social and economical
commotion. The Junta regime of Myanmar
brings back that history.
Rewinding the timeline a little back to 2009, we could see the foundation of Myanmar National League
(MNL) which altogether has 12 clubs now. An inaugural two-month long tournament, Myanmar National
League Cup 2009 was organized in preparation for the upcoming season. There was zeal everywhere. If
we push back a little more to 2008, the situation was somewhat different. Well, quite a contrast
actually. It was the time when the country faced the turbulent Nargis - a devastating cyclone that
caused the heaviest destruction of life and property in the history of Burma. She was so devastating that
she claimed 138,000 lives and caused enormous infrastructural losses. Shockingly, the military
government totally failed to face the disaster. There were also strong allegations of corruption and aid
blocking. Agitations were everywhere concerning the issues of blocking international worker visa,
sabotaging financial aid, suppression of death toll count and so on.

Than Shwe with his cunning smile

The military Junta which ruled the country felt the turmoil and promptly deployed quite a cunning plan
to distract the public from the prevalent situation. The reigning Commander-in-chief, Than Shwe chose
football as a mode of distraction in the football crazy country. According to a secret WikiLeaks cable, he
even wished to buy the English Premier League club, Manchester United with a takeover bid of $1billion,
insisted by his football enthusiastic grandson, at a time when they failed to provide even basic survival
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facilities to the Nargis-hit areas. According to different links, even after two weeks of the disaster, relief
had only reached 25 percent of the people in distress. Than Shwe later scrapped this project considering
the situation and the impact it could have led to. Instead, he created the multi-million dollar Myanmar
National League while survivors of Nargis still lacked shelter. The country was definitely lacking a
nationwide football league. Than Shwe used this loophole, and headed by some regime crony
businessmen and his grandson’s friend, Zaw Zaw (president of Myanmar Football Federation),
established the league with millions of dollars of investment. The business tycoons were pressurized to
own new clubs and as a return they were fed with government contracts. Owners paid for everything for
the clubs, from the players’ salaries to stadium constructions. Zaw Zaw, who also owns a club called
Delta United, recruited Than Shwe’s grandson as a player. Their filthy intentions might have proved to
be a success but the purity of football was once again raped. The Myanmar National League still stands
as the symbol of Roman Coliseum ruining happiness of thousands of Nargis victims.

Story III: Devil’s Chamber
After tales of mobsters, trickery and shrewdness, it’s a chronicle of brutality. This true story seems to be
a plot of the torture-porn movies like Saw, Hostel etc, which prevails as one of the darkest reigns of the
football world. What happens when a sadistic devil runs a nation’s football association? During the reign
of Saddam Hussein, the dictator's eldest son, Uday Hussain was in command of Iraq's Olympic
committee and the national football team.

Uday Hussain with one of the players

Medieval torture weapons

His reign appeared to be a nightmare for the Iraqi national football team players. Allegations from the
national team players told of how he used to punish and torture footballers for every poor performance
in matches. Several sources claimed that, he used to keep a torture score sheet for each player and kept
count of each error, miss-pass or fumble. Footballers were slapped or kicked as many times as the
scorecard reflected, if the team lost or drew a match. The punishments were not limited to mere
slapping. Often footballers were forced to shave their head, or perm. Footballers say he did not
understand the game at all, but was so desperate for a win that he would call players from their dressing
room during half-time and threaten to cut off their legs and feed them to the dogs. His extreme sadistic
nature made him maintain a bunch of torture tools in his chamber to torment the footballers. Often
players were imprisoned. In 1999, following Iraq’s loss to Japan and South Korea, the entire football
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squad was taken to a farm where they were made to live with the animals for around a month. This
human (?) destroyed so many footballers’ lives and turned the beautiful game into the regime’s sadistic
pastime.

Story IV: Operation Rose and Death of a Defector
The last of the series is possibly the most heart rending. It’s a fiction of political escape melted with
breach in romance, a vindictive leader and football, the ugly game. Back in 1979, Dynamo Berlin – one
of the popular clubs of East Germany went to Kaiserslautern, West Germany to play a friendly. It was a
historic travel for them as it was the first time the players were allowed to see the other side of the
Berlin Wall. Lutz Eigendorf was one of them – a talented midfielder who had debuted for the East
German national team few months back scoring a brace against Bulgaria. However, this trip was risky for
Dynamo and they put the players under strict discipline for two days before the trip, because the
country had already lost a few good players to West Germany. But young Eigendorf thought otherwise.
Dynamo lost the match 4-1 but an even bigger loss was waiting for them when they found that their key
midfielder had escaped while returning. Eigendorf had a desire to play for Kaiserslautern and the only
way left for him was to flee from East Germany; but the young footballer did not realize that this escape
would change his status overnight from a prospering national footballer to a political defector – in one
word, a ‘traitor’. Life turned bleak for Lutz Eigendorf after this. UEFA banned him promptly for 1 year
because of the defection. He had left his young wife Gabriele and two year old daughter Sandy back in
Berlin, but could meet them no more. After a while, Gabriele filed a divorce and eventually re-married.
Poor Lutz, losing his family, social status and mental peace, tried to concentrate in football. But his injury
stricken days didn’t allow him to flourish to his full potential in Bundesliga. He was sold to Eintracht in
1983 where he continued to suffer from injury. It was March 5, 1983, when the 26 year old hit his car on
a tree dangerously and died 2 days later.

Lutz & Gabrielle in happier days

Erich Mielke standing tall

There, however, was one more character in the story - Erich Mielke, who was the Minister of State
Security and head of the Stasi (Secret Police). The charismatic figure was a renowned football fan of
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Dynamo and served as the chairman of the club at the time of Lutz’s defection. He didn’t remain silent.
He put Lutz’s young wife under severe police surveillance. His desire to punish Lutz was so extreme that
he launched ‘Operation Rose’ and started to send various male agents to seduce Gabriela. One among
them, ‘Agent Lothario’ succeeded in marrying her in 1979, and adopted their little daughter. The
marriage was fake but good enough to disconnect Eigendorf from his family. This however, did not stop
Mielke from taking any further action. He became so vindictive that he hired a killer, Karl-Heinz Felgner,
who later admitted about the contract, that he didn’t fulfil. The police had found a shockingly high level
of alcohol in Lutz’s body, although it is claimed that he didn’t drink much on the fateful night. After the
fall of the Berlin Wall, when the secret Stasi files were recovered, it was exposed that Lutz was poisoned
that night and Stasi used flash light from the opposite direction while Lutz was driving. The revengeful
club president eventually succeeded in punishing the young talented footballer for his act of ‘treachery’
to his club.

The wreckage found after Lutz’s accident

The ever smiling face of Lutz Eigendorf will keep reminding us of the ugly face of football.
Srinwantu Dey is a football student and loves to analyse the game tactically. He can be reached
@srinwantudey
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Scouting Network
Born: 06 November, 1990
Height: 1.84m (6 ft 1/2in)
Weight: 74kg
Position: Forward/Winger
Worth: 14m €
Transfer fee (possibly): 25-30m €

André Schürrle
It’s been a magnificent few years for Germany in terms of young talent coming through and even with
the likes of Mesut Özil and Mario Götze being the outstanding new talents of the generation, André
Schürrle deserves his own place in the sun. He made his Bundesliga debut as an 18 year old for Mainz
and it is a testament to his impact that in his two years as a senior squad member, he played 33 matches
each year out of the 34 matches that a club plays in the Bundesliga. His 66 matches played in 2 years
(some were as a substitute) for Mainz are also a testament to his fitness apart from his obvious skill and
suitability to the top flight of German football.
Schürrle started his youth football for Ludwigshafener SC, a club in the south-west regional leagues, and
rose to prominence in the youth ranks of Mainz winning the German A Youth Championship in 2009.
Schürrle represented the German teams at U19 and U21 levels in a space of a year and ironically he
entered those teams when they were European U19 and European U21 champions but could not help
them to subsequent glory.
His breakthrough season came in 2010-11 when he scored 15 goals and 5 assists in 33 matches for
Mainz and led them to their best ever position of 5th in the club’s history. That earned him a transfer to
Bayer Leverkusen for 8mn€ which was an absolute steal in the Bundesliga transfer market of this
season. His season so far for the Werkself has not produced a goal (till writing) but a red card. One
hopes the settling in would work better with time. By this time though, he had already made his senior
debut, on 17th November 2010 coming on as a second half substitute in a friendly vs. Sweden. That was
a momentous debut as Schürrle and Götze both came on at the same time and thus became the first
two international players to play for Germany who were born in re-unified Germany. In 8 matches so far
for the senior team, Schürrle has smashed in 4 goals, including a goal in 3-2 win over Brazil on 10th
August 2011, which was Germany’s first victory over Brazil in over 18 years.
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Playing For
Mainz (2009-11)
Leverkusen(2011 – present)
Germany U19 (2008-09)
Germany U21(2009 – present)
Germany (2010 – present)

Matches
66
5
11
4
8

Goals
20
0
4
3
4

Assists
8
0
0
1
1

As a player, Schürrle is a much pacy version of Lucas Podolski in the current German setup and plays as
an inverted winger on the left flank. His pace, acceleration and off-the-ball movement are something
which makes him such a terror on the left flank. That he can then cut in and finish so well makes him an
asset for Joachim Löw. He still has to work on his delivery of final balls in the attacking third but his most
vital asset is his work rate and stamina which allows him to be more than useful in other tactical roles as
the manager desires.
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Maximus Tacticus – Manchester City
In this feature, we try to analyze the strategies of top EPL sides.

Induction
Manchester City has opened the age-old debate of “can you buy a trophy?” With the cash deposit at
their disposal, the Blue side of Manchester is taking galloping strides in English Football. It is a testimony
of their strength that everyone, if given a chance, would have avoided them in the Champions League
group stages. Rarely a newcomer to the elite club competition of Europe has got such an admiration
from its rivals. With Roberto Mancini at its helm for barely 15 months, a top 4 finish in the EPL, if not a
top 2, is a certainty according to most of the pundits. It is really something – to break into the coveted
Top 4 in Premier League and cement its own place. In doing so, Man City have not replaced any top
teams, rather they have created a new place for themselves. Having said all these, let us have a look at
how they are likely to shape up this year with all guns blazing.

Squad Depth
Manchester City has added a plethora of options going forward. Actually they have been blamed for
taking in too many players. Wayne Bridge, Shaun Wright-Philips, Emmanuel Adebayor, Craig Bellamy,
Roque Santa Cruz, Steven Ireland, Jo – all of them have been bought in and then subsequently shown
the door. May be it is lack of planning, vision or something else which is beyond explanation. However,
surprisingly, they seem very lightweight at the back. Joe Hart is a very good shot stopper and he is
getting the finer aspects right with every game he is playing. But they do not have a decent #2 as a
cover. Stuart Taylor has a long history of Premiere League experiences, but none of them are worth
mentioning. It is albeit strange, considering they once had Shay Given in their ranks as the second choice
shot stopper. Contrasting options are available on the attacking third – many suggest their 2nd XI would
be good enough to secure a top 6 finish! Without a shadow of doubt though, those players would
feature regularly in most of the EPL sides.

Preferred Strategy
Mancini is spoilt for choices in the attacking front. To add to that, everyone let alone the owners, want
to see Man City winning the league this season. So, this is what seems like the preferred line up for
Mancini.
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Free Flowing Man City

This is a variation of 4-2-3-1 formation where one of the holding midfielders, Yaya Toure, will be playing
further up front. Sergio “Kun” Aguero will play as a classic No. 10, dropping into holes, drawing out
opposition centre backs. With Carlos Tevez unsettled, Edin Dzeko has grabbed the opportunity with
both hands to cement his place as the focal point of attack and he will continue to do so. David Silva will
be the main playmaker enjoying maximum freedom. Samir Nasri will add flair on the right hand side,
cutting inside, laying out delightful through balls, making it quite like an inverted winger. It is not
surprising, after all, he is French and hails from Arsenal aka a certain Arsene Wenger. This system has
the potential to capitalize on the slightest of mistakes from the opposition. This was showcased in the
Premier League game against Tottenham – they did not opt for a holding midfielder and City ran riot
through their back line.

I Love Diamond
Mancini had a successful spell at Inter Milan, deploying a 4-4-2 diamond system. It seems he will try his
hands with this beaten-to-death strategy this time too. It means less protection on the back four, more
pressure (or, freedom as one may call it) on the full backs to supply the crosses as there are no other
wide midfielders/traditional wingers. So Man City may field such a line-up in domestic cup matches or
against lower-mid-table league oppositions. Kolo Toure will be used after his long layoff from the game,
giving some much needed rest to Vincent Kompany or Joleon Lescott. Mancini has admitted he can
rotate his wing backs at will and he will definitely do so at every given opportunity. More expressive
options like Aleksandar Kolarov will be heavily involved under these circumstances. Nigel De Jong or
Gareth Barry, if he is preferred, will be the only defensive screen in front of back four with James Milner
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joining Yaya Toure as a central midfield playmaker. Their duty will be to hold the ball, pass it into
triangles and look to feed in the front runners as the pivotal point of attack. When they lose the ball,
both of them can slot in beside De Jong to have a more compact midfield line in front of the back four.
This formation will be very interesting if Tevez and Aguero play together up-front. Both of them like to
drop in the hole or drift to the wide areas, making the formation as fluid as 4-6-0. Mario Balotelli can be
used in this system also if Mancini wants to see how his team performs with one player sent off during a
tight game.

Diamond Formation

Europe Calling
Manchester City has qualified for the Champions League this time round. They will be a bit watchful as
the competition demands a bit of cautious approach, especially for big away matches. Mancini, a
veteran of European clashes, will be trying to be compact at the back even at the cost of missing some
of the flair going forward. This is a classic 4-2-3-1 formation. Fullbacks are more expressive in this system
than the flat 4-4-2. They will not only add width to the system but will also compel the opposition
players to drop back, thus allowing them to play a high back line. This is something Barcelona play to
perfection – attack aggressively and retrieve the ball high up the pitch if they lose possession of it. The
defensive midfielders can drop back and spread a bit to create a pseudo four-man defense. They will
also be forming a lot of triangles – between the centre halfs as well as the lone central midfield player.
The two wide men will not be classical English wingers, but rather more contemporary inverted wingers.
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They will cut inside, and shoot at every opportunity (a la LM10 or CR7), leaving the crosses to be
delivered by the wing backs. Having players like Silva, Nasri, Aguero, Tevez certainly helps – they are
intelligent, can play on both wings and their link up play is flourishing day by day.
One problem which Mancini may face in the coming days is the lack of width. Barring Adam Johnson,
Man City does not have any natural winger in their squad. Most of the midfield players like to play or
drift into central positions. This will make the pitch narrow and rule out wing play to unlock defenses.
Defensively also, this will pose a big threat to their two side-backs against teams who indulge in
overlapping fullbacks to go with flying wingers.

Triangles all over the field

Crazy Crazy World
Mancini was ruing the fact he lacks squad depth. One may wonder what else he needs even after having
a reserve bench capable of beating any top side on a given day. But I believe the maestro has something
unique up his sleeves. Don’t be surprised if he fields a team as below one day:
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Where are my back-up players!

Just imagine what would happen if someone in the attacking front gets injured – the poor lad does not
have anyone to call up! So one can understand why the Italian desperately needs to add to his existing
squad.

Man to Watch (1) – David Silva
David Silva is pivotal to Man City’s success – he will definitely be the first name, along with Joe Hart, to
be picked by Mancini for any match. Silva’s first touch is excellent – receiving the ball on the move facing
the opposition goal, and his short passing is a joy to behold. His technical ability makes him a regular
starter for the current Spain squad which has the players of the calibre of Cesc Fabregas warming the
bench. It is important to note that Silva was equally impressive with his passing in the games where Man
City went rampant or where they failed to impress. The following graphics - blue lines for accurate
passes and red lines for the rare miss passes - show that he had an incredible passing accuracy of 90% in
both the matches.
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6

David Silva Pulling the Strings

He is a prized asset for Manchester City – a player who can play wide as well drift inside so as to share
the work load with the central playmaker. Even better, he can be similarly effective from either flank –
or play in the central midfield role.
Silva started 15 times on the left flank and 14 times on the right, last season. Mancini would love to pair
him with a proper overlapping full back. In the role he plays, Silva will drift inside very quickly and hence
he needs the cushion of a constantly overlapping full back to stretch the opposition, and find acute
angles to thread a killer ball for Aguero or Dzeko. This is why, Gael Clichy, accustomed to play a short
passing game at Arsenal, would be a perfect foil for Silva down the left. Aleksander Kolarov, though is
equally expressive, but his passes are more direct and hence predictable.

Man to Watch (2) – Kun Aguero
Aguero has arrived and he has announced his arrival in a big way. He has formed a deadly partnership
with David Silva. They are on their way towards becoming one of the legendary partnerships up front,
reminiscent of Steven Gerrard and Fernando Torres during their Liverpool days. Liverpool narrowly
missed out on the title that season – Eastlands will hope to better that.
6

Blue lines: passes which met their desired target; Red lines: passes which failed to meet their desired target
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As is evident from the graphic, Aguero likes to drop deep and links up well with the creative midfield trio
of Silva, Nasri and Toure. To add to that, he has a lethal touch in front of the goal. 8 goals from 5
matches is an ominous sign for things to come. The most important fact is that he has gelled really well
into his new team. He works off the front man, can lead the line (though it is less likely that he will be
asked to do so), has the trickery to bamboozle his marker and has some real venom in his shots. He is a
dream number 10 and Mancini certainly could not have asked for more. Such has been his imminent
impact that last season’s top goal scorer, and City’s talismanic captain, Tevez has been sidelined –
though he has only himself to blame for this, but that’s a different story altogether.

7

Surgical Aguero

Debojyoti Chakraborty is a follower of English Premier League and European football. You can reach him
at debojyoti.chakraborty@gmail.com

7

White lines: goal scoring shots; Blue lines: goal-bound shots; Red lines: shots either gone wide or intercepted
midway
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Football Management is Easy…NOT!
The concept of Football Management doesn’t sound that tough especially for those who have mastered
various football management games. Find good players, pick and buy ‘em, and win games. In theory, it is
the very essence of simplicity. So why then, is there such a difference between the Alex Fergusons and
the Gian Piero Gasperinis of this world? What separates the successful from the sacked? What does a
football manager need in order to become a success and likewise, what might lead to a manager’s
failure?
By looking at some high profile managers, both past and present, we can get an understanding of both.
From those that I have actually looked at closely, in recent times, we have managers like Alex Ferguson,
Jose Mourinho and Pep Guardiola8, while from times past, the name of Brian Clough springs to mind.
What are the key factors that make these men the great managers they are? There possibly are many
factors that play their roles, but let me highlight two I find the most striking.

Three of a kind

The support of the Chairman/Owner/Board
It is not the most difficult thing to comprehend that only if the manager is supported from the top can
he hope to succeed. The owners have to believe in the direction the manager takes the club on the field.
They need to provide support when match results fail to meet expectations, try as much and avoid
public criticism of him, arrange for availability of proper transfer funds and above all, steer clear of
picking the team. A prime example of this kind of support is the early career of Alex Ferguson at
Manchester United. In December 1989, after a run of bad results and some heavy defeats, most of the
English media and the Man Utd fans were calling for Ferguson to be sacked. The Board of Directors
instead offered their full support. How different would the history of English and European football have
been in the last 20 years if the Directors of Man Utd had not done so? Would Man Utd be, as they are
now, one of the world’s biggest clubs in the world and have a record of 19 English League titles? I can
say with almost complete certainty that they would not.
8

I had intended to discuss Arsene Wenger and the situation at Arsenal in this article but I actually think that
particular topic requires more space than I could afford it here. I hope to revisit it in future.
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In marked contrast to Ferguson at Man Utd, there is the situation that Gian Piero Gasperini found
himself in, at Inter. It was no secret that he was not Massimo Moratti’s first choice. Indeed, it would
appear that he was as low as fifth on Inter’s wish list for a new coach when he was appointed in June
2011. This was public knowledge so it was hardly likely to make him feel secure at the beginning of his
tenure. Inter’s results did not go Gasperini’s way to say the least. The situation was not helped either, by
Moratti publicly calling on the manager to change his tactics following a defeat. Gasperini had also
clearly planned on not having Wesley Sneijder in his squad, as the Dutchman was Old Trafford bound for
most of the summer. Now Gasperini is one of those managers who prefer a three-man defense. He has
always played 3-4-3 and when he came to Inter, it was not expected he would change that. Gasperini’s
controversial formation had no real place for a player like Sneijder, yet when the proposed transfer fell
through, the pressure came on Gasperini to start the midfielder in his team. Once again, this pressure
came from the owner of the Club undermining the manager.
This was a ridiculous situation and nobody was particularly surprised when Gasperini was sacked in
September 2011 after failing to win any of the 5 games in charge. Certainly it’s a poor record but can any
manager be judged over 5 games? I think not. It would seem that Gasperini’s position was always
precarious but it was Moratti’s actions that contributed directly to the coach’s failure. The final word on
this situation should perhaps be left to the late Brian Clough and might have given Moratti pause for
thought: "If a chairman sacks the manager he initially appointed, he should go as well." Indeed.

Man-Management Skills
Once more this may seem obvious, but I think it’s more than just being able to handle difficult players or
rotate your team. The great managers inspire their players to be loyal to them and to obey them
without question. This can be done in different ways. I would say that Alex Ferguson and Brian Clough
did this through highly autocratic styles of management. Their teams were not democracies, rather they
were dictatorships. In contrast, Jose Mourinho and Pep Guardiola appear to operate a much more
egalitarian style of management. Both methods can be made to work very successfully but a good
manager must have his player’s total commitment, regardless of how he gets it.
I do not think Ferguson is, or has ever been, “friends” with any of his players. He does not negotiate with
them or placate them – he is ruthless and his word is law at Old Trafford. He will without hesitation get
rid of great players like Roy Keane and Jaap Stam as soon as they step out of line. This lets every other
player know that they are expendable and that if you want to play for Man Utd, you do as Ferguson
orders. I believe this is why United are famed for their last minute goals and willpower to win – the
players are literally afraid to face Ferguson after a defeat or a poor performance. Ask David Beckham,
you never know when a flying boot might hit you….
Brian Clough was also a manager who achieved huge success by ruling his players with an iron fist. In a
famous quote, he once responded to a question about what happened if one of his players disagreed
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with a decision he had made: "We talk about it for twenty minutes and then we decide I was right."
Clearly, Clough tolerated no opposition from his players. He required their unconditional loyalty and
obedience and in return guaranteed them trophies. As his success showed, it was an arrangement
which, more often than not, worked very well.
Clough and Ferguson’s methods are certainly one way of getting what you want from your team. Both
ruled their players absolutely but, rather than inhibiting their teams, it inspired them to success.
However, there are also other approaches to man management that appear to link the most successful
managers of the last three seasons in Europe.
Mourinho and Guardiola seem to inspire their teams to great success in a much less confrontational
way, acting almost like equals rather than autocrats. Mourinho was well known to be friendly with many
of the Chelsea players like Drogba, Lampard and Terry. He got the best out of them by being one of
them. This is rumoured to be the reason that Phil Scolari subsequently failed at Stamford Bridge. He
tried to impose his more dictatorial style of management on the team and the players didn’t buy into it.
At Barcelona, Guardiola has built one of the greatest football teams the world has ever known by having
some of the best players in the world, who are also the hardest working team in the world. The
Barcelona players will literally run themselves into the ground during a game as they are completely
committed to Guardiola and his vision of how football should be played. As Guardiola is a young
manager, he can, I believe, connect with his players on a personal level. There is a two-way loyalty at
work between the manager and his players (as there is with Mourinho at Madrid and formerly Inter and
Chelsea) and this has been a key factor to success.
The absence of player commitment to a manager’s vision for the club is fatal. It can be argued that this
resulted in the failures of managers like the aforementioned Scolari and Gasperini at Chelsea and Inter
respectively and Roy Hodgson at Liverpool. It was also famously to blame for Brian Clough’s ill-fated
spell as manager of Leeds United.

Conclusion
For a manager to succeed, they must have support from above and below, from Chairman and players.
Without both of these, consistent success is impossible. Without the backing of the owners, a manager
can never feel secure at a club and will never be able to bring whatever vision he may have to the club.
Without commitment from the players, that vision will never be realised on the pitch. No amount of
tactical genius will help make up for the players not giving 100%. There are certainly many other factors
that go into separating great managers from those who have failed but, in my opinion, these are the two
most important.
In conclusion then: Real life Football management - not as easy as it looks.
Eoghan McMonagle can be reached at eoghan.mcmonagle@gmail.com
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The 7 Wonders of Football
Truth at times is painful, but let’s not avoid it: there’s an awful lot of bo***cks talked about football and
this is not just a recent phenomenon. You could possibly trace it back to the first caveman who
propelled a dinosaur turd between two mammoth tusks in the first rough approximation of football. The
jubilant caveman might have turned round to his mate and uttered one of the unkillable shibboleths
that have dogged the game since. “Did you see the way that turd picked up speed off the greasy
surface?” he might have grunted.
In today’s world, we should do better, but unfortunately we don’t. Even in the 21st century we cling to
half-truths, superstitions and inventions that have become the very fabric of the game. In a bid to stamp
out the twaddle once and for all, here’s exploding some myths that stick to football like sherbet to a
blanket.

Myth 7 | The wide open spaces provided by Wembley
Before the old place was abandoned, how many times did we hear that players turning out at the
English national stadium would end up knackered after running around the ‘wide open spaces of
Wembley’? Commentators made the pitch sound like the vast plain of the Serengeti, stretching away as
far as the eye could see. Neither was it the biggest pitch in north London nor did it feature in the top 20
biggest playing areas in the country. Thank God, that old chestnut died with the rancid old stadium
itself.

The Old Wembley Stadium
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Myth 6 | George Best wasted his talent
Best was 29 when he left top-level football, so one can hardly say that his career was sawn off in its
prime. He won a European Cup, two league titles, Player of the Year and European Player of the Year in
1968. He played 466 games for Manchester United, and scored 178 goals. On the international stage, it
wasn’t his fault that he was Northern Irish. Not bad for a wastrel, actually.

George Best had a reputation as a wayward drinker and womanizer but he did his bit on the football pitch

Myth 5 | The ball gained pace off the greasy surface
Isaac Newton went through a good deal of trouble formulating his Three Laws of Motion, only to have
his work thrown in his face by footballing ignorami. Newton pointed out, quite correctly that every
object in a state of uniform motion tends to remain in that state of motion unless an external force is
applied to it. The chancers who insist that footballs pinged across rain-sodden pitches fly increasingly
quickly should bear two things in mind: first, the ball is expanding energy in the form of friction as it
bumps over the ground, and second, what about gravity, for crying out loud?

Myth 4 | It’s harder when you are playing against 10 men
Jose Mourinho was at his cynical worst when he had said that he was making his team Real Madrid
practise with 10 players before the El Clásico series in the latter half of the last season. However, neither
he nor any other football manager ever chose to start a game a man down, at least there is no recorded
instance. Still this is the hackneyed line spewed very often when a team has a man sent-off. If this was
for real, you would imagine that if not Mourinho, some superior tactician would have kicked-off minus
the 11th man, rather than wait on the whim of a referee to hand his side the advantage of having one
player less than the other lot.
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Myth 3 | Lionel Messi is not special without Xavi and Iniesta
First, let’s look at pure numbers. Out of the 53 goals that Messi had scored last season, only 7 were
assisted by Xavi and Iniesta, and Messi himself had 24 assists. If you combine the last 2 seasons (and this
season is no different either) then too Messi has more than two times the number of assists than Xavi
and Iniesta combined. Then he scores an awful lot of solo goals. Although goals and assists aren't
everything in football, Messi makes a frightening number of passes during a game and breaks the
opposition defense with his tireless runs. The Barcelona football team virtually revolves around Messi.

Messi, yet again, was the difference between the two sides in this year’s Spanish Super Cup Final

Myth 2 | There are no easy games in international football
Try telling that to Australia, 31-0 conquerors of American Samoa national football team in the 2002 FIFA
World Cup qualifying. Just two days before that, the Australian team had defeated Tonga 22-0. Those
must have been fairly easy. In Europe, the only time you’d fear Liechtenstein is if someone asked you to
spell it. Throw in the likes of Andorra, San Marino, Luxembourg, Faroe Islands and Malta, and you can
see that there are plenty of simple games in international football. To say otherwise is providing lame
managers with mealy-mouthed excuses.

Myth 1 | Pele scored over a thousand goals during his career
Of course, he did. When you factor in the goals he scored playing headers and volleys as a lad in the
back streets of Sao Paulo, for his school teams, for the Cubs, in training with Santos and, most
ludicrously of all, for New York Cosmos in the NASI. His final career tally is listed at 1282. True, he netted
77 in 92 games for Brazil, and hit over 200 for Santos in competitive games. However, should goals
scored in non-competitive domestic games indeed be counted? I leave the readers to draw their own
conclusions.
Indranath Mukherjee loves football and hates myths. He can be followed on twitter @indranath
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The ‘Nearly Man’

The world is shrinking fast. And the world of football is shrinking faster.
When I started watching football there was something distinct in the way each national team
approached the beautiful game. The Latin Americans were skilful and fast; the English, the Italians and
the Germans more organised and less adventurous; the Dutch, the Spanish and the French a bit of both.
With every passing year, however, these traits are getting more and more indistinct.
Take Germany, for instance. The players are believed to be big burly lads; their strategy has always
revolved around a strong back line. They are supposed to make up for inadequacies with their physical
abilities. They are like literal giants in the world of football. If you looked at the current German squad
though, none of what I said would make sense.
They are led by one Philipp Lahm who is 5’7”, an elf by German standards. The core of the team consists
of relatively diminutive players like Ozil, Podolski and Goetze. Although Germany is playing quite an eyecatching football it has ever played, the nostalgic in me can’t help but miss the way the old Germany
played football.
The reason I miss the old German team most is because they taught me that determination and desire
to win can override talent. Gone are the days of the burly lads with more determination than natural
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flair. Gone are the days of the German giants. Gone are the days of players who stood against the sands
of time. Gone are the days of Michael Ballack.
In an age where every other German player (and coach) is earning a nickname ending with ‘i’ - Poldi,
Schweini, Jogi – Ballack was always ‘Der Capitano’. One cannot help but wonder how misleading the
nickname would have been had this been applied to Ballack though. Lacki (lucky) is certainly not how
the world will remember Michael Ballack.
In the world of football, particularly in Germany there have been debates and raging arguments whether
MB13 should be inducted in the ‘Hall of Germany’s Greatest Footballers’, where the likes of Der Kaiser,
Gerd Müller and Lothar Matthäus find their places. His detractors will point out the fact that Germany
has not won a World Cup or Euro Championship under him. His followers will point out that football is a
team game.
Germany has always been a powerhouse in the world of football. However, crashing out to Croatia in
the 1998 World Cup quarter final and finishing last in the group stages of Euro 2000 had left the German
national team reeling. With no new stars on the horizon and the old guard aging fast, Germany was
facing a crisis it was unaccustomed to.
Into this impasse stepped Michael Ballack.
Ballack was not some child prodigy being trained at a huge club, destined to succeed. In fact, it was his
humble beginnings that make him all the more inspiring. Having played in the regional third division and
second division, he made his way up the ladder and broke through to the national team in 1999.
Ballack would spend the next three seasons with Leverkusen, and the 2001-2002 season leading up to
the World Cup 2002 in Asia would be one of near misses for Ballack and “Never-kusen”– a recurring
theme for both.
In 2000, Leverkusen had to only earn a draw against Unterhaching on the final day of the season to win
the league. They lost the title to Bayern Munich as they were beaten by two goals; one of them being a
Michael Ballack own goal. But that didn’t deter Ballack an iota as he went from strength to strength in
the coming seasons culminating unfortunately in what is widely known as the ‘Treble Horror’ in 2002.
Ballack rose to prominence through Leverkusen and was instrumental in Leverkusen reaching the finals
of the Champions League in 2002 - their only shot at the top European club football honors till date.
Ballack was by then one of the most influential players at Leverkusen who stood five points clear at the
top of the league table with only 3 matches to go. They had reached the finals of the Champions league
as well as the German Cup. With a treble in sight, however, Leverkusen collapsed spectacularly. They
finished second to Borussia Dortmund in the league, to Real Madrid in the Champions League and also
to Schalke in the German cup.
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When the 2002 World Cup came around, Ballack was at the heart of the German team. Sans any notable
‘stars’ with the exception of goal-keeper, Oliver Kahn and the aging Bierhoff, not much was expected
from the Germans. However, stars are made at world cups and Ballack was no exception. He became
the engine room of the team, playing box-to-box, winning tackles, creating goals for Klose and winning
admiration from peers and fans alike.
Germany won the quarter-final against USA 1-0 with Ballack scoring the winner. In the semi-final against
the hosts South Korea, Ballack was booked on the 71st minute for a tactical foul on Lee Chun-Soo to stop
his team from going behind. Three minutes later it was Ballack who scored the goal that would take
Germany through to the final. However, having been booked earlier, Ballack was suspended from the
final; the yellow card had put Ballack unceremoniously out of the game and he had to watch Germany
come second to Brazil.
Several big clubs including Real Madrid showed interest in acquiring Ballack’s services at this juncture
and Ballack finally signed for Bayern Munich which turned out to be a very profitable venture for both
the club and player. Ballack would go on to score 44 goals in 107 appearances for Bayern. Bayern would
go on to win the Bundesliga title in 3 of the 4 seasons when Ballack was involved; add to those 3 DFBPokals in that period.
On the international front, however, the picture was bleak for Germany. Euro 2004 was a
disappointment as they crashed out again from the group stages. Ballack’s fierce left foot volley against
Czech Republic, however, was one of the highlights of an otherwise rather dull Euro. Ballack was named
in the UEFA Team of the Tournament. He was the only German to feature in the team, and the only
player to feature in the team despite not playing in the knock-out stages.
The Euro 2004 debacle, prompted changes. Coach Rudi Voller was replaced by Klinsman and Ballack was
made captain of the German National Team. And he led by example. It was as if he was born to be
captain – a natural leader who gave his all for his country and expected nothing less from his
compatriots.
Ballack had the immense honour of leading his team on home soil in the 2006 World Cup. Germany was
in transition now, with the likes of Podolski and Schweinsteiger ably supporting the captain. Germany
made it to the semi-finals of the tournament. However, it turned out to be a heart breaking match for
the German loyals. Italy scored in the 119th and 121st (120+1) minute of the tie to progress into the
finals. Germany eventually finished third. Ballack was again named in team of the tournament.
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After four successful seasons with Bayern during which he had won 3 “German Player of the Year”
awards, he had little left to achieve in Germany, domestically. With his sights set on the UEFA
Champions League, Ballack chose Chelsea as his home for the next 4 years. Although many feel that
Ballack was the shadow of the player at Bayern, the Chelsea faithful feel differently. How else can you
explain the rousing reception he received at Stamford Bridge when he went there to play for Leverkusen
in the Champions League last month?
It is true that Ballack did not replicate his goal scoring record with Bayern or Germany at Chelsea. That is
to be expected, however, with Lampard being given the more attacking role. Ballack had selflessly filled
in the more defensive roles, as the situation demanded.
During his second season at Chelsea, Ballack was out of action for 8 months due to a career threatening
ankle injury. While in rehabilitation, Ballack saw things getting very messy at the club. Jose Mourinho
was sacked, enraging the players. Captain and stalwart, John Terry was out injured. Didier Drogba,
Michael Essien, Mikel Obi and Salomon Kalou would go away shortly to play in the African Cup of
Nations. Manchester United held a healthy lead at the top of the table.
It was Boxing Day. Aston Villa was the opponent at Stamford Bridge who took a surprise 2-0 lead
midway through the first half. And when Lampard limped off, injured, it looked like the 71 game
unbeaten record at Stamford Bridge was going to come to a crashing halt. Lampard was replaced by
Ballack, back from oblivion, playing in the premier league for the first time in eight months, though he
looked as if he had never been away.
Just before the half-time break, Ballack went into the box with one of his trademark runs and won a
penalty for his side. Andriy Shevchenko put it away. Chelsea went into the half-time break thinking they
could still get something out of this. Flash forward to the fag-end of the game with the score tied at 3-3.
Chelsea won a free kick just outside the box and it was time for the German to step up to the plate. He
drilled it in the bottom right-hand corner of the goal. One of the commentators said, “He takes freekicks like penalties and penalties like a German.”
The game would, however, end at 4-4 with Ashley Cole sent off in stoppage time. But it was a sign of
things to come. Ballack went from strength to strength as the season progressed towards a rip-roaring
climax. Ballack was brilliant in this period for Chelsea, scoring vital goals in the EPL as well as the
Champions league.
Then came the match against Manchester United at Old Trafford. Frank Lampard would be missing
again, having lost his mother in the week. Ballack would go on to score twice in the emotionally charged
match of high stakes. Chelsea would go on to win 2-1 to set up a cracking finale to the season.
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Chelsea finished second on the last day of the Premier League. They lost on penalties to Manchester
United in Moscow in the Champions league final. Germany lost to Spain 1-0 that summer in the final of
the Euro 2008 championships with Ballack, not surprisingly, having scored the winner against Portugal in
the semi-final. So you see, Ballack is not known as the ‘nearly man’ for nothing.
As his rather illustrious career seems to have run its course with Joachim Low shrugging him out of the
national team and with him playing again in a bits-and-pieces role at Bayer Leverkusen, chances are that
Ballack will end his career without an international trophy to his name. He may be the only player in the
history of football to have won silver in the World Cup, Euro Championships and the UEFA Champions
League without winning any of the gold. He has, however, won 6 domestic trophies with Bayern Munich
in his 4 year stint at the club.
Ballack was the Rolls-Royce of any team for which he played; low on noise; high on efficiency. Still there
was always a maddening quiet about him. A man who gave his all for Germany, who epitomized German
football when it was struggling for identity, Ballack surely deserved more than what he finally got.
Many believe that Ballack should have accepted the offer to play his farewell game against Brazil; that
he was being too much of an egoist. What they do not understand is that if “a man's ego is the
fountainhead of human progress”, Michael Ballack’s ego was surely the fountainhead of the German
National Team’s progress in a period when Germany was destined to lose itself in the doldrums.
Manish Das Gupta is a lifelong supporter of East Bengal, the German National Team and whichever club
Ballack plays for. He may be reached at dasgupta.ishere@gmail.com
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The Best XI
The Best XI section is an attempt to connect similar football events across different locations and share
them with you. Best XI will seek to be about topics you are interested about and want explored. Send in
your topics for the month of November to editor@goaldentimes.org and we will incorporate that.
Watching one’s favourite superstar dribble past an array of defenders with the ball glued to his feet is
what all football lovers can walk miles to see. This is that moment of the match which lives in the
memory beyond the goals, beyond the win or the loss. These are the skills which differentiate the men
from the boys. In this edition we showcase the special skills and pay tribute to the heroes who make this
world a better place to stay.

The Denilson Step Over
The step over (also known as the pedalada, the Denílson, or the scissors) is a dribbling move to fool a
defensive player into thinking the offensive player, in possession of the ball, is going to move in a
direction he does not intend to move in. The move was reportedly invented by Dutch player, Law Adam
who was famous for it and who was nicknamed "Adam the Scissorsman" in the late 1920's/early 1930's.
It was popularized in the mid 1990’s by Ronaldo, who was the best player in the world at that time and
his national team's top scorer. One may say Denílson used and overused this move. In 1998 FIFA World
Cup, hosted in France, Denílson famously put the move to use after coming on as a substitute and
dribbling past Emmanuel Petit by way of six pedaladas before blasting the ball against the post from the
left wing.

The Jump Cut/ Crossover
While dribbling full speed at a defender next to you, use the back of your outside foot to cut the ball at a
90-degree angle and jump over the ball with your standing leg. Then quickly change direction and
accelerate away behind the beaten defender. This move is commonly used with the cross over. This is an
age old skill showcased by Cristiano Ronaldo to perfection.
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The Ronaldinho Panna/ Nutmeg
This is one is from the old school. The origins of the word are a point of debate. An early use is in the
novel “A bad lot” by Brian Glanville (1977). When a defender is facing you, feint going one way or the
other, and note if the defender has his feet spread in the defensive stance. If an opening exists, pass the
ball gently between the defender's legs (Panna means the ‘gate’) and accelerate away. The 'nut' is
supposed to refer to the testicles of the player through whose legs the ball has been passed and nutmeg
is just a development from this. The Panna or the nutmeg was perfected and exhibited by Brazilian
superstar, Ronaldinho.

The Cruyff Turn
The Cruyff turn is most effective when you are dribbling forward with a defender sprinting alongside.
Here one plants one’s inside foot and gently drags the ball back behind the standing foot before
swiveling and accelerating away behind the defender. The trick was famously employed by Cruyff in the
1974 FIFA World Cup, first being seen in the Netherlands' match against Sweden, and was soon widely
copied by other players around the world.

The Marseille turn
The Marseille turn is a specialized dribbling skill unique to the elites of football. It is sometimes known as
the 360 turn, the Marseille Roulette, Rolie Polie or the Piroman. In this move, one controls the ball with
one foot, uses his body to shield the defender, turns quickly on the ball and accelerates quickly past the
defender. A number of famous footballers have been known to use it, including Lionel Messi,
Ronaldinho, Cristiano Ronaldo, Zinedine Zidane, Thierry Henry, Kaká, Robinho and Ronaldo. I wonder
why this move would be called the Marseille turn though.

The Matthews Feint
English superstar Stanley Matthews was the originator of this soccer move. Tap the ball gently with the
inside of the foot and fake going in that direction, then quickly plant the standing foot and use the
outside of the dribbling foot to perform a sharp change of direction. Matthews' nicknames included The
Wizard of the Dribble and The Magician for his ball control.
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The Rivelino Elastico/Flip Flap
Roberto Rivelino invented a football move called the "flip flap", famously copied by Ronaldinho, Zlatan
Ibrahimovid and Cristiano Ronaldo in recent years. He is widely regarded as one of the most graceful
football players ever, and among the best midfielders of his generation. The move is made by pushing
the ball sideways with your foot and then quickly planting the same foot ahead of the ball's path. The
ball strikes the planted foot and goes the other way. This move will tie your defender in knots if you can
pull it off.

Preki (Roll/Drag Step Over) Move
This move is a feint named after Preki. Predrag Radosavljevid, commonly known by the nickname Preki,
is a former American international soccer player of Serbian extraction. The move was invented by him
and is a side drag to the inside followed by a step over with the opposite foot. You will see Christiano
Ronaldo perform the skill regularly in competitive matches.

The Bunny Hop
Signature move of Cuauhtémoc Blanco, the bunny hop can be used when two or more opposition
players are trying to take the ball, the ball is trapped between your two feet then jumped through the
defenders - releasing the ball in the air.

The Hocus Pocus
This is a two-touch move, the first is a behind the back crossover, followed by a Rabona style kick
forward past the defender. This move being very elaborate and extravagant is more commonly
performed as a time wasting tactics near the corner flag.

The Seal dribble
This move is performed by getting the ball up onto the head, then balancing the ball on top of your
forehead, imitating a seal. The seal dribble makes it very hard for the defending team to challenge
legally. Although not very famous in European circuits, it was shown by Kerlon against Atletico Mineiro.
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A Year On: 5 African Finalists of World
Cup 2010
The FIFA World Cup kicked off in Africa on June 11th, 2010 and the razzmatazz that followed was a
historic one. It all started when FIFA announced South Africa as hosts of the tournament on 15 May
2004, beating off competition from Morocco. While the tournament wasn’t due to kick off until some
years’ time, South Africa and Africa as a whole was already reaping benefits evident in tourism boom
and infrastructure improvement. Algeria, Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, Nigeria, Ghana and South Africa
graced the competition as Africa’s representatives. Before the tourney began, consulting firm Grant
Thornton estimated that the event will contribute at least R51.1-billion to South Africa’s gross domestic
product (GDP). Sani Lulu, then head of the Nigeria Football Federation had this to say before the start of
the tournament: “Nigeria, which is competing at the World Cup, plans to open an exhibition on the
sidelines of the tournament to promote investment in the oil-rich nation. We wish to showcase Nigeria
and its enormous potentials via a Nigeria village at the World Cup.” Such was the anticipation of the
various African participants to utilize the opportunities that the first World Cup in Africa would bring.
More focus would have been on South Africa, the hosts.

Nigeria
I can safely say Nigeria didn’t gain much from partaking in the competition. Only notable increments
were the US$1 million FIFA rewarded all participating teams for preparation costs and the US$8 million
given to them for exiting the competition after the group stage. The Competition only served as a
podium to highlight the numerous problems of the football nation. After a dismal display by the
Nigerians, they returned home to meet a bombshell as the Nigerian president was utterly disappointed.
"Mr. President has directed that Nigeria will withdraw from all international football competition for the
next two years to enable Nigeria to reorganise its football." Those were the words of Ima Niboro,
Jonathan’s (The Nigerian President) senior communications adviser. The decision came a day after the
executive committee of the NFF met to recap the country’s performance in which they picked up a
single point and finished bottom of a group also containing South Korea, Greece and Argentina.
Ultimately, Jonathan was forced to lift the ban after FIFA intervened. Barely anything has improved since
then. This is manifested in the FIFA rankings. Nigeria was ranked 30th in the world and 4th in Africa after
the World Cup. Now they occupy the 43rd and 6th positions, both globally and in Africa respectively.

Algeria
Algeria left South Africa with a point from three matches. In the eyes of some it was a complete success
seeing that participation in the competition ended a 24-year absence. Players like Djamel Mesbah and
Hassan Yebda earned worldwide recognition as a result. FIFA’s decision to allow players over the age of
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21 who have turned out for countries in junior football, to switch loyalties if they qualify for another
senior international team has really helped in revitalizing Algerian football. This has allowed many
quality players with French heritage to join the Algerian squad. Though Algeria has plummeted in the
FIFA rankings since participating in the 2010 World Cup moving from 33rd position to its current 46th in
the world, considerable developments in their football can’t be discounted. They too have moved two
places down in the continental ranking since then, moving from 5th place to 7th place. But they have had
some movement in the table being Africa’s biggest movers in the rankings in the month of April this year
moving up 15 places to 40th position in the world.

Cote d’Ivoire
After being placed alongside Brazil, Portugal and North Korea in the so called "Group of Death", not
much was expected from Les Éléphants. Africa’s strongest footballing nation went out of the
tournament prematurely with their heads held high even though they couldn’t make it past the group
stage. That did not take anything from a Cote d’Ivoire team that has been slowly ramping up its football
over the years. They have since maintained momentum, establishing themselves as Africa’s best
footballing nation. They have held on to the number one slot in Africa in the FIFA rankings, moving from
26th in the world to 16th so far. The country’s success in football though has done little to quell the
perpetual Ivorian political crisis as the economy is still in a mess.

Cameroon
World Cup 2010 was Cameroon's sixth appearance in this event – an African record. Much was expected
from the highest ranked African team, but their hopes were shattered after they failed to qualify from a
tough group. The Lions were the first team to be eliminated from the World Cup after a 2-1 loss to
Denmark. Cameroon’s poor outing in the World Cup meant they went down 21 places in the FIFA
rankings as well as to 7th position from their previous table topping position in Africa. Ongoing
leadership disputes on and off the field have led to their steady downfall in recent years. They are now
languishing in 8th position in Africa.

Ghana
A quarter final exit in only their second appearance meant Ghana went away with prize money of US$14
million. A very young Ghanaian team made the continent proud. Rebranding of the national team and
worldwide cognizance resulted in its players becoming hot property. Notable moves after the World Cup
were Asamoah Gyan’s move from Rennes to Sunderland and Kevin Prince Boateng’s move from
Portsmouth to Milan via Genoa. Ghana has become the proverbial honey where bees feed on. There are
football clinics where children are brought together, some well-known local and international football
idols and administrators to inspire the youth to greater heights. Club sides in Europe now want
partnerships with local clubs or academies in Ghana. A good example is the pact between Holland’s
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Feyenoord and Feyenoord academy in Ghana. Such is the growth of Ghanaian football that the dictum
now is "catch the next Asamoah Gyan from the cradle." This has led to various football talent hunts in
Ghana.

A Football Clinic in Ghana

South Africa
Though the Bafana Bafana were eliminated at the group stage, hosting the World Cup had a gargantuan
impact on their economy. There was amelioration of infrastructure since a lot of money was pumped
into the sector prior to the World Cup. An estimated 130,000 jobs were created in the construction,
hospitality and transport industry. According to Tourism Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk, 309,000
tourists visited the country for the World Cup and spent over R3.6 billion (0.5 bn $) on the economy.
President Jacob Zuma confirmed that the security demands of the tournament now meant the country
had an additional 40,000 police officers. A monolithic rise in reputation amongst other countries of the
world can’t be left out. "World Cup may be over but we're still revelling in the profound positive effects
this one event has brought to our country," said Sthu Zungu, President, South African Tourism, North
America. The tourism industry was one of the biggest gainers. According to Grant Thornton, 96% of
visitors to the World Cup confirmed that they would visit South Africa again, while 92% said they would
recommend it to friends and relatives. With the World Cup a total success, South Africa has made a bold
statement in security to the world at a time when terrorism has become the order of the day and
violence lacerating the peace of Africa nay the world.

Urban road system around Cape Town
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This speaks volumes of its credentials as a peaceful nation and a friendly clime for those with business
interests. The launch of latest James Bond novel in Cape Town is evidence to the increasing awareness.
On a football sense, the World Cup served as a rostrum for players from the national team to showcase
their skills to the world. The flourish of the South African Premier League was one that was discernible
before the World Cup and now its worldwide awareness has heightened. The various stadia used during
the World Cup are now being used by club sides as the domestic league is operating at the highest
standards. The availability of quality facilities which is a boon to the young aspiring footballers will mean
more quality players in the nation’s national pool in the long run. Kaizer Chief’s Knowledge Musona was
sold for over 1 million £ to Germany’s Hoffenheim on July 28, 2011. Such transfer fee is a feature of
quality leagues. The South African Premier League is not short of partnerships with European sides - Ajax
Cape Town and AFC Ajax of Holland, Supersport United and Tottenham Hotspur of England are good
examples. Bongani Khumalo became the first offspring of the union between Supersport United and
Tottenham on October 26, 2010 when it was announced that Khumalo would be joining Tottenham
Hotspur in January 2011 from partner club Supersport United after a successful trial in September,
subject to a work permit for a fee of £1.5 million.

Bongani Khumalo, product of the South African Premier League

More examples of tiptop moves from the South African premier League to Europe include Bidvest Wits’
goalkeeper Darren Keet to Belgian club KV Kortrijk in June 2011 and Ajax Cape Town’s Thulani Serero to
AFC Ajax. Only a vibrant league can churn out such quality players and only quality facilities like those
from the World Cup can be substrate for a vibrant league. The fact that the South African Premier
League is the seventh biggest earner of sponsorship revenue among football leagues worldwide has
shown that South African football is refusing to look back. They have risen from 66th to 51st so far in the
FIFA rankings since hosting the World Cup. Even an Olympic bid is being mooted. In a recent
development, S. Africa will replace Libya as 2013 Nations Cup hosts as the latter nation has been torn
apart by violence.
Tout ensemble, South Africa and Ghana were the biggest donees amassing developments in various
sectors of the country including football. The other African countries that took part were far less
successful as developments have been restricted. Truth is that the 2010 World Cup has gone a long way
in extricating Africa from a quandary that has seen other parts of the world view it mediocrely.
Obasa Olalekan is an ardent lover of AC Milan. He can be contacted via twitter @obsylakeside
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The Darby Stor(e)y
Crash Without Trace
Mohun Bagan AC, the national club of India, has recently crashed out of the Federation Cup at the
preliminary stages. The competition is the 2nd most important tournament in India, after the I-league,
with the winner going on to play in the Asian Football Confederation’s (AFC) Champions League. The
most successful team in the history of the Federation Cup – 17 final appearances with 12 winner’s glory
– crashed out of it after losing two and drawing the last insignificant game of its group matches.

The Prelude
Things were shaping up nicely during the transfer window. Odafa Okoli, the Nigerian goal machine, the
most prolific goal scorer in Indian club football, was snatched up. Sunil Chhetry, the gen-X poster boy of
Indian football was also roped in. Add Jose Ramirej Barreto – the evergreen Brazilian who has made the
club his second home – to the mix, and the Bagan fans would have been elated to have a dream front
three. Amidst all these gung-ho approach in the attacking third, the team was lacking in solid defenders
big time. More on that later. Steve Darby, the well known face in the ESPN & Star Sports expert panel,
was appointed the coach of the team in late July. This is quite normal in this part of the world where the
coach is handed over a team built by the officials and is then expected to create magic on the field. The
poor Englishman has lost his job barely within 3 month of taking charge of the team. Agreed, he has a
lopsided team, but he has done enough to expose its wafer thin defense.

Let’s Try Out
Steve Darby did not have much time to tinker with the team. He could not have known the comfort level
of his players, but he surely knew his own. So, the once-an-assistant-to-Bob-Robson opted for a strategy
he is most comfortable with. Welcome back 3-5-2, a formation once immortalized by Carlos Billardo in
the 1986 World Cup, but since then discarded by modern coaches due to its obvious drawback. So,
Mohun Bagan lined up as below:

August 2011

Page 60

Goalden Times
Indian players are used to play in a traditional 44-2 (and its flatter, diamond and other
variations). They know very little of this unique
system. The system deploys 3 centre halfs, 2
central midfielders, one advanced playmaker, 2
wing-backs and 2 forwards. Now, the wingbacks should ideally be the quickest and fastest
in the team, as they have to cover the entire
length of the pitch constantly. They would drop
back while defending and will provide width
going forward. Asking for such a stamina from
Indian players – and the wing-backs are not
actually young kids here – is a bit too much.
Then again, the centre halfs require strong
understanding among themselves. One of them,
Rakesh Masih, was excellent at a midfield
position for the last 2 seasons. Suddenly, he has
been drafted into another role and he seems all
at sea. All is at sea for another man too - Simon
Storey, a foreign recruit, who is rapidly getting
3-5-2- As confused as it can get

popular among the fans….of the rival teams.
Conceding 8 goals in 3 matches proves a point.

The Killer Blow
The Englishman was not going to bow down. Once an apprentice at the Liverpool academy, he was quite
adamant in his approach. In face of increasing pressure from the fans and supporters, the club officials
appointed a 3-man technical committee to hawk his movements. Darby thought enough was enough
and openly criticised the club officials. There was no turning back from that point. He was released of his
services, err...sacked, soon after.

The Road Ahead
A system works well only if it suits the players. A 3-5-2 formation is most likely to help teams who play
counter attacking football, drawing opposition into their own half, like Napoli in Serie A last season.
Mohun Bagan, a team always expected to win and dominate matches, is well off not using it. Playing
against a lone striker will further complicate things for them. They will have a redundant centre half and
voids to fill in the midfield area. So, it seems Mohun Bagan will soon revert to a more familiar 4-4-2 (or
its near variant 4-4-1-1) formation, more so since the captain of the ship has been discarded. Clubs in
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India have a sick mindset: “Since I cannot change the players in the middle of a season, let’s change the
Coach.” Chopping and changing coaches won’t do any good. Darby deserved the time to settle in. He
has made some mistakes in assessing the ability and flexibility of his squad, but that is natural. Coming
into a new country, new club is a tricky affair and he did not have the opportunity to build a squad
either. If persisted with, who knows, he might have emerged as the man to end the trophy drought at
one of Asia’s oldest clubs!
Debojyoti Chakraborty is a hardcore Manchester United & East Bengal fan. You can reach him at
debojyoti.chakraborty@gmail.com
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A Cameroonian Legacy
The old adage was that the player most bereft of any discernible skill with either foot, gets stuck
between the sticks to act as a goalkeeper during matches. I was normally that player. So while the
others displayed skills that I could only dream of, I spent the whole time undoing all their good work by
conceding some of the most ridiculous goals ever scored. Turns out I was pretty much useless at
goalkeeping as well.
This didn't stop me from being fascinated by that position though. The African continent has produced
some great goalkeepers over the past thirty years but unlike their counterparts, who play further up
field, they haven't quite grabbed the limelight as they should.
I was particularly interested in the Cameroonian goalkeeper, Thomas Nkono. If he was playing today,
someone might have come up with the 'so good Buffon named his kid after him' chant. Arguably the
greatest goalkeeper Africa has ever produced, he played at Eclair Douala in Cameroon and most
memorably at Espanyol in La Liga, but his first big time shot on the international stage was being part of
the Cameroon team at the World Cup in 1982.They eventually got eliminated after drawing all three first
round games including a 1-1 draw with eventual champions, Italy. He was also a part of the team that
got to the quarter-finals at the 1990 World Cup, losing in a pulsating match to England.

The Big 3 of Cameroon Goalkeeping – Thomas NKono, Joseph-Antoine Bell & Jacques Songo’o

This started a rich tradition of excellence between the sticks for Cameroon because after Nkono's stint
as #1, came Joseph-Antoine Bell, another keeper to have played for a Douala team - this time Union
Douala. He made more of an impact on the European club scene after playing for Marseille, Toulon and
Bordeaux while racking up half a century of caps for the National team. He was part of the World Cup
party to the United States in the summer of ‘94 and was in the Cameroon team that won the Nations
Cup trophy in ‘84 and ‘88 when he was #2, behind Thomas Nkono.
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After years of being an understudy to Bell, Jacques Songo'o featured in the last group game of
Cameroon's ill fated World Cup trip to the USA but unfortunately was on the wrong end of Oleg
Salenko’s coruscating five goal salvo in the 6-1 loss to Russia. For someone who had bided his time, this
would have been a blow but he recovered from this unfortunate setback to be a rock for both the
national team and for various clubs in Spain and France. His stint at Deportivo La Coruna was the
highlight of a sterling club career where he helped the club banish the anguish of 'Super Depor' (losing
the title on the last day in 93/94) by winning their first and only La Liga title in the 99-00 season.
This brings me to the current custodian between the sticks - Carlos Kameni, yet another Nations Cup
winner. He too had a Douala origin but made history by being the youngest ever footballer to win an
Olympic gold, which he won as a 16 year old, playing all three knock-out round matches, including the
tiebreaker in the finals. This earned him a move to France where he would struggle to gain first team
spot but he moved to Spain on his 20th birthday and has not looked back since. At just 27 years of age,
he's already amassed 60 caps for his country and is the #1 keeper at Espanyol. And in a nostalgic
symmetry, Nkono trained Kameni at Espanyol - the same club he made his name at.

Kameni saving Espanyol’s citadel from Messi’s attacks

We've been wowed by the silky skills of first Roger Milla and now Samuel Eto'o over the years but the
men between the sticks who have tried to protect the lead these iconic strikers had given their national
teams, deserve some recognition as well. A failed goal-tender like me wouldn't have it any other way.
Tome Obaro is a Milan supporter and a fan of Boban, BungaBunga and Berlusconi. Follow him on twitter
@ACMilandrew for more obvious laconic wit
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Triviela – Beyond Trivia
The Trivela is a Portuguese term to denote the art of kicking the football with the outside of one’s foot.
It is used to hide one’s weaker foot and also to suddenly fool the opposition with a wickedly swerving
ball from a difficult angle. In Triviela, we will attempt to find some football feats/facts which would
make you sit up and take note, like it happens when you see Ricardo Quaresma try these.

Momentous Win
When a Christiano Ronaldo goal gave Real Madrid a victory over an all conquering Barcelona team at the
Estadio Mestalla, Valencia on 20 April 2011, it was more than a cup win for the club, the manager and
couple of its players. Even though Real Madrid is one of the giants of Spanish and European football,
they had endured a complete barren phase for 2 years and it was only due to the fact that their
perennial rivals, Barcelona was sporting perhaps the best club team of all time. The Copa Del Rey was
the only Madrid victory in the 5 El Classicos of the season and since the time they last won the La Liga in
the 2007-08 season.
For manager Jose Mourinho, it was a continuation of a tradition where he has won a trophy in the first
year in each of his last 4 clubs in the last decade. Starting his managerial career at the beginning of the
millennium with Benfica in 2000, Mourinho had a brief one year spell with União de Leiria whom he
took to their highest league position of 5th. The next season he was at Porto and thus started his career
of remaining unbeaten at home and winning trophies in his first year at a club. He won the Portuguese
Primeira Liga, Taça de Portugal and UEFA Cup in 2002-03. He would go on to win the English Premier
League and League Cup in his debut year of 2004-05 with Chelsea. At Inter, he won the Serie A and
Supercoppa Italiana on his debut in 2008-09 season. In that respect, failing to win the La Liga in his
debut for Real Madrid may be considered a failure but at least the Copa del Rey proved he had
something to show at the end of his 1st year.
The Copa del Rey also completed a set for one of the finest goalkeepers of this generation. Iker Casillas
had won 4 La Ligas, 3 Supercopa de España, 2 Champions Leagues, an UEFA Super Cup, an
Intercontinental Cup, a World Cup, a European Championship, European U15 and U16 championships
and a FIFA World Youth Championship. With the Copa del Rey, he completed the domestic set. With the
exception of the Olympics, that is as complete a set as possible for a club and country combined and
who knows, he may even win that in future.
Parting Shot: Alvaro Arbeloa, is perhaps a unique footballer in that he has played for many big clubs –
Real Madrid (twice; having come through the youth ranks), Liverpool and Deportivo La Coruna but had
yet to win any silverware for his clubs. Call him a bad omen at your risk though, for he has a European
Cup and World Cup with Spain. Finally this win broke that & he also played for 120 minutes of the final.
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Show Me The Goals
Fernando Torres has become from an iconic striker of his generation to a laughing stock since his € 58.5
mn deal to Chelsea. From scoring the tournament winning goal and being the man of the match in the
European Cup, 2008, Torres has had a steady decline for Spain accentuated by the sheer lack of goals
after his move to Chelsea. In fact since scoring the winner for Liverpool away to Wolverhampton
Wanderers on 22 January 2011 (his last appearance for the Reds), Torres has played 1552 minutes for
Chelsea in various competitions in 26 matches and scored only 3 goals till 10 October 2011. That is a
shocking return of 517 minutes per goal. In the same period he has played 7 times for Spain for a
combined 255 minutes and managing a single goal against United States.
There may be many reasons for this slump of Torres .We, here, are not going to ascertain the reason but
just point out that how a similar fate had befallen another great European striker in the last decade after
his multimillion euro move to Chelsea.
Andrei Shevchenko is a Milan Legend and the favourite son of Ukraine. His feats of goalscoring for
Dynamo Kiev include 121 goals in 237 appearances which puts him fourth on the list of the club’s all
time scorers. Perhaps he exceeded even that when he scored 175 times in 322 matches for Milan which
made him the second highest scorer in Milan’s history. He also has 67 goals in 141 matches in European
competitions which puts him just 5 behind all time leader Raul and 3 behind his long time partner
Filippo Inzaghi. For his national team, he is an icon with over 100 appearances and over 50 of them as a
captain (still continuing). He has scored 46 goals for Ukraine and a measure of how vital they have been
can be gauged from the fact that only two other Ukrainian has scored more than 9 and #2 on this list is
Serhiy Rebrov with 15. His calibre and stature among the all-time great hitmen of Europe in this century
is unquestionable and the Ballon D’or of 2004 confirms that.
When Shevchenko left Milan for Chelsea at the behest of Roman Abramovich (or the desires of his
American wife to put their child in an English atmosphere – as Sheva had widely accepted at the time) it
was for a record € 46 mn. At that time, he was the player fetching the highest ever transfer fee that
Milan, albeit unwillingly, had sold. What followed at Chelsea was a remarkable downturn of fortunes. At
Chelsea, in 2 stints he made 77 appearances scoring 22 goals. In those same years he played 13 matches
for Ukraine scoring 6 times.
But Shevchenko was 30 when he moved to Chelsea and it is likely that a striker loses some of his
sharpness beyond that age. Torres made his move before his 27th birthday and if his barren spell
persists, the next big striker to move to Stamford Bridge for an astronomical sum may well consult an
astrologer before confirming the move.
Parting Shot: Chelsea is the 3rd club in the career of Shevchenko and Torres. Sheva’s first two transfers
fetched € 69 mn. His next two were for free. Torres’ first two transfers have fetched € 96.5 mn. He
better get his act together though before he becomes a free transfer quality.
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